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Questionnaire for lifestyle block owners

Thank you for participating in the Survey of Rural Decision Makers. The survey is run every 2 years and is completed by thousands of farmers, foresters, growers, and lifestyle block owners across the country.  
   
The survey covers all types of primary industry, including livestock, horticulture, viticulture, nurseries, forestry, growing grain and seed crops, and land that could be used for these purposes. It also includes lifestyle blocks.    
 
The survey is conducted by Manaaki Whenua - Landcare Research. We are a New Zealand Crown Research Institute that was established in 1992.
 
Before we begin, a few important notes related to your privacy:    
· Data are collected for research purposes only. We will not share your personal information.  
· Your participation in this survey is optional. You can stop the survey at any time.  
· Individual results will remain confidential and all data will be stored on password-protected computers. Click here to read Manaaki Whenua's statement on survey privacy and ethics.
· Anonymized results will be posted on the Manaaki Whenua website.   

And a few notes about how the survey works:
· Some questions include blue text, which can be clicked to show additional information. 
· Click the right arrow to move forward. If you don’t see the right arrow, please scroll down.   
· You cannot always move backward, so please click carefully.   
· The survey is designed to take 15-25 minutes. It saves automatically, so you can come back to it later if you need a break.   

We will donate $10 to selected charitable causes for each completed survey, up to $30,000 in total. You can choose where you'd like your donation to go. Five lucky winners will also each receive a $500 supermarket voucher. 

Q3 Select YES to begin the survey. Then click the right arrow at the bottom of the page.
· YES, I'd like to complete the survey. 
· NO, I'd rather not do the survey. 

Q8 It's important that the survey be completed by the person who makes most of the long-term planning decisions. What is your role in making long-term decisions?
· I am responsible for most long-term planning 
· My spouse/partner and I are equally responsible for most long-term planning 
· My business partner(s) and I are jointly responsible for most long-term planning 
· I am able to speak about long-term planning on behalf of a trust board 
· Someone else is responsible for most long-term planning 

Property classification
Q10 How would you classify your property? 
We're not fussed about whether your property meets strict definitions. We're just asking because the questions in the survey differ for commercial farms and lifestyle blocks.
· Commercial farm, forest, or growing operation 
· Lifestyle block 
· Something between a commercial operation and lifestyle block, but closer to a commercial operation 
· Something between a commercial farm and lifestyle block, but closer to a lifestyle block 
· This operation has both commercial and lifestyle properties 
· I do not currently own a commercial or lifestyle property 

Q11 Are you GST registered for activities related to farming, forestry, or growing on your property?
Why are we asking about GST registration? 
We're trying to better understand the number of animals on lifestyle properties. Lifestyle block owners who are GST registered will already be included in StatsNZ's Agricultural Production Surveys. Those who aren't GST registered won't be.
· Yes 
· No 
· Unsure 

Location
The survey covers 7 topic areas: land use, stewardship, values, well-being, climate, information sources, and demographics. The bar at the top of the page shows your progress. You can choose which charity to support at the end.

Q21 In which region and district is your property located?  
If your operation spans multiple regions/districts, please indicate the region and district of the largest area (whether a single block or many blocks).
{Select Region and District}
· Northland ~ Far North District
· Northland ~ Kaipara District
· Northland ~ Whangarei District
· Auckland  ~ Auckland
· Waikato ~ Hamilton City
· Waikato ~ Hauraki District
· Waikato ~ Matamata-Piako District
· Waikato ~ Otorohanga District
· Waikato ~ South Waikato District
· Waikato ~ Thames-Coromandel District
· Waikato ~ Waikato District
· Waikato ~ Waipa District
· Waikato ~ Rotorua District
· Waikato ~ Taupo District
· Waikato ~ Waitomo District
· Bay of Plenty ~ Kawerau District
· Bay of Plenty ~ Opotiki District
· Bay of Plenty ~ Rotorua District
· Bay of Plenty ~ Taupo District
· Bay of Plenty ~ Tauranga City
· Bay of Plenty ~ Western Bay of Plenty District
· Bay of Plenty ~ Whakatane District
· Gisborne  ~ Gisborne District
· Hawke's Bay ~ Central Hawke's Bay District
· Hawke's Bay ~ Hastings District
· Hawke's Bay ~ Napier City
· Hawke's Bay ~ Rangitikei District
· Hawke's Bay ~ Taupo District
· Hawke's Bay ~ Wairoa District
· Taranaki ~ New Plymouth District
· Taranaki ~ South Taranaki District
· Taranaki ~ Stratford District
· Manawatu-Wanganui ~ Horowhenua District
· Manawatu-Wanganui ~ Manawatu District
· Manawatu-Wanganui ~ Palmerston North City
· Manawatu-Wanganui ~ Rangitikei District
· Manawatu-Wanganui ~ Ruapehu District
· Manawatu-Wanganui ~ Stratford District
· Manawatu-Wanganui ~ Tararua District
· Manawatu-Wanganui ~ Taupo District
· Manawatu-Wanganui ~ Waitomo District
· Manawatu-Wanganui ~ Wanganui District
· Wellington ~ Carterton District
· Wellington ~ Hutt City
· Wellington ~ Kapiti Coast District
· Wellington ~ Masterton District
· Wellington ~ Porirua City
· Wellington ~ South Wairarapa District
· Wellington ~ Tararua District
· Wellington ~ Upper Hutt City
· Wellington ~ Wellington City
· Tasman ~ Tasman District
· Nelson ~ Nelson City
· Marlborough ~ Marlborough District
· West Coast ~ Buller District
· West Coast ~ Grey District
· West Coast ~ Westland District
· Canterbury ~ Ashburton District
· Canterbury ~ Christchurch City
· Canterbury ~ Hurunui District
· Canterbury ~ Kaikoura District
· Canterbury ~ Mackenzie District
· Canterbury ~ Selwyn District
· Canterbury ~ Timaru District
· Canterbury ~ Waimakariri District
· Canterbury ~ Waimate District
· Canterbury ~ Waitaki District
· Otago ~ Central Otago District
· Otago ~ Clutha District
· Otago ~ Dunedin City
· Otago ~ Queenstown-Lakes District
· Otago ~ Waitaki District
· Southland ~ Gore District
· Southland ~ Invercargill City
· Southland ~ Southland District (including Stewart Island)

Q22 What is the postal code for this property?
________________________________________________________________


You won't be able to move back to this page, so please check that you're happy with your answers so far. Click the right arrow to continue.

Property description
Q28 What is the total area of the farm, forest, growing operation, or lifestyle block including run-offs and land leased from others, in hectares?
For reference, 1 hectare = 2.5 acres.
Please don't count land leased to others or used by others. 
{For each region}
Total area (hectares)______
Of which, amount leased from others, if any (hectares)______

Q30 Which of the following land uses apply to your lifestyle block during the previous 12 months?
Tick all that apply.
· Grazing livestock that are NOT OWNED by yourself Farm-based tourism
· Raising livestock
· Growing grain and seed crops
· Growing crops for hay, silage, or balage
· Growing vegetables and/or cooking herbs
· Growing flowers, bulbs, nursery crops, and hops
· Growing kiwifruit
· Growing wine grapes
· Growing other fruits, nuts, and edible tree crops
· Exotic forest for commercial harvest
· Native forest/bush for commercial timber harvest (timber, oils, etc.)
· Farm-based tourism
· Beekeeping for honey harvest

You won't be able to move back to this page, so please check that you're happy with you answers so far. Click the right arrow to continue.

Q36 Does your property include any of the following?
Tick all that apply. 
· Direct access to waterways that are more than a metre wide, permanently flowing, and more than ankle deep 
· Direct access to minor ways and drains
· Native bush that won't be used commercially (apart from firewood)
· Wetlands
· Other land that is not used for grazing, growing crops, or forestry
· Frontage on a busy road
· None of the above

Q37 What is the area of the property allocated to the following, in hectares?   
For reference, 1 hectare = 2.5 acres.  
Please don't include land leased to others or used by others.  
Exotic forest intended for commercial harvest______
Exotic forest awaiting restocking______
Native forest for intended commercial timber harvest______
Native forest/bush for commercial harvest of non-timber products______
Native bush that won't be used commercially (apart from firewood)_______
Wetlands______
Other land that is not used for grazing, growing crops, or forestry______

Livestock on lifestyle blocks
Q163 Are any of the following types of livestock owned by you and present on your lifestyle block?
Tick all that apply.
· Cattle (including beef cattle, dairy cows) 
· Sheep 
· Goats (including dairy, Angora) 
· Equines (including horses and donkeys) 
· Pigs 
· Small poultry (e.g. chooks, ducks, turkeys, geese, pheasants, guinea fowl) 
· Large poultry (e.g. ostriches, emus) 
· Camelids (alpaca, llama, guanacos, vicuña) 
· Deer 
· Bison, buffalo 
· Other (please specify below) ________________________________________________
· None of the above 

Q164 Please indicate the total number of livestock owned and present by type.
Milking cows (dairy cows and heifers) _____
Beef cattle (including beef cows, beef heifers, finishing heifers, finishing steers,
finishing bulls, and dairy bulls) _____
Weaner cattle purchased for finishing _____
Store lambs purchased for finishing _____
All other sheep _____
Dairy goats _____
Angora and other goats _____
Horses _____
Donkeys and other equines _____
Pigs _____
Ostriches _____
Emus _____
Alpaca _____
Llama _____
Guanacos _____
Vicuña _____
Deer _____
Bison _____
Buffalo______

Weed control
This part of the survey focuses on land stewardship.

Q74 Do you actively manage or control weeds on your farm, forest, growing operation or lifestyle block?
· Yes 
· No 
· Unsure 

Q75 Please list up to 3 weed species that currently require intensive management on your property.
________________________________________________________________

Q76 Please list up to 3 weed species that do not currently require intensive management on your property but that you expect will require management within 5 years (if any).
Why focus on weeds that might need control in the future? 
We're keen to identify emerging weeds before they become established to increase the likelihood that their impact can be minimised.
________________________________________________________________


Wilding conifers
Q77 'Wilding conifers' is a term used to describe exotic coniferous trees that self-establish outside of forest plantations. As far as you are aware, have wilding conifers affected your land, adjoining properties, or other land in {District 1}
	
	Yes
	No
	Unsure

	Own land 
	
	
	

	Adjoining properties 
	
	
	

	Other land in {District 1}
	
	
	



Q78 As far as you are aware, what is (or was) the main source of wilding conifers on your land in {District 1}?
· DOC estate 
· Commercial forest (other than your own) 
· Historic plantings undertaken by government or catchment boards (outside your land) 
· Shelterbelt (other than your own) 
· Amenity plantings and individual trees (outside your land) 
· Commercial forest on your land 
· Historic plantings undertaken by government or catchment boards on your land 
· Shelterbelt on your land 
· Amenity plantings or individual trees on your land 
· Other (please specify) ________________________________________________
· Unsure 

Q79 Which of the following best describes your personal attitude toward wilding conifers?
· They are extremely harmful 
· They are more harmful than beneficial 
· Harms and benefits balance out 
· They are more beneficial than harmful 
· They are extremely beneficial 
· No opinion 

Q80 Are wilding conifers controlled in any way on your land in {District 1}?
· Yes 
· No 
· Unsure 

Q81 Where did you find information and advice about methods for controlling wilding conifers on your property?
Select all that apply.
· Peers/peer support groups 
· Trade magazines, books 
· Local/regional council 
· Industry/levy bodies 
· Industry events, shows field days 
· Fee-for-service rural consultants 
· TV, radio 
· Industry companies, suppliers (e.g. Fonterra, Zespri) 
· Scientists, scientific publications 
· National Wilding Conifer Control Programme 
· Department of Conservation 
· NZ Wilding Conifer Group 
· Internet/social media 
· Other (please specify below) ________________________________________________
· None of the above 

Values
Our values underpin our decision making, so this part of the survey focuses on values.
Please read the following questions and think about the extent to which you agree or disagree with each.

Q108 It is important to me personally for my lifestyle block to have strong environmental performance.
{Select number from 0 to 10. 0: Strongly disagree -10: Strongly agree}

Q110 I am willing to implement more environmental practices on my lifestyle block as long as other lifestyle block owners and members of the public do their part for the environment.
{Select number from 0 to 10. 0: Strongly disagree -10: Strongly agree}

Q112 
It is important to me that the public see lifestyle block owners doing their part for the environment. 
{Select number from 0 to 10. 0: Strongly disagree -10: Strongly agree}

Q114 It is important to me that the public see lifestyle block owners as leaders on the environment. 
{Select number from 0 to 10. 0: Strongly disagree -10: Strongly agree}

Q117 My/our values are similar to those of other lifestyle block owners.
{Select number from 0 to 10. 0: Strongly disagree -10: Strongly agree}

Q119 My/our management practices are similar to those of other lifestyle block owners.
{Select number from 0 to 10. 0: Strongly disagree -10: Strongly agree}

Q120 I prefer leaving experimenting with new ideas to someone else.
{Select number from 0 to 10. 0: Strongly disagree -10: Strongly agree}

Q123 I am generally one of the first in {District 1} to try something new.
{Select number from 0 to 10. 0: Strongly disagree -10: Strongly agree}

Q126 Are you generally a person who is fully prepared to take risks or do you try to avoid taking risks? 
{Select number from 0 to 10. 0: Don't like taking risks -10: Fully prepared to take risks}

Q130 In general how optimistic do you feel about the future of your lifestyle block?
{Select number from 0 to 10. 0: Very pessimistic -10: Very optimistic}


Well-being
We'd like to better understand how current pressures in the primary sector are affecting farmers, foresters, growers, and lifestyle block owners. These questions were developed in consultation with our friends at Farmstrong. 

Please indicate for each of the 5 statements which is closest to how you have been feeling over the past 2 weeks. 

Over the past 2 weeks...
{For each – All of the time, Most of the time, More than half the time, Less than half the time, Some of the time, At no time}
· ...I have felt cheerful and in good spirits 
· ...I have felt calm and relaxed 
· ...I have felt active and vigorous 
· ...I woke up feeling fresh and rested 
· ...my daily life has been filled with things that interest me

Q133 How often...
{For each - Always or to a very high degree, Often or to a high degree, Sometimes or somewhat, Seldom or to a low degree, Never/almost never or to a very low degree}
· ...do you feel tired? 
· ...are you physically exhausted? 
· ...are you emotionally exhausted? 
· ...do you think: "I can't take it anymore"? 
· ...do you feel worn out? 
· ...do you feel weak and susceptible to illness? 
· ...do you feel stressed?

Q134 What things come to mind when you think about stress? 
Select up to 3 answers.
· Family and/or relationship issues 
· Not having enough time to get work done 
· Not having enough personnel to get the work done 
· Challenges with people outside the property/business (suppliers, customers, etc.) 
· Regulatory pressure 
· Finances 
· Other (please specify below) ________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk74510483]
Climate
This part of the survey focuses on the New Zealand climate.

Q143 There has been a lot of discussion about climate change in the media. Which of the following statements best describes your personal thoughts about climate change?

· Climate change is real and is already affecting New Zealand (positively or negatively). 
· Climate change is real. Although it is not yet affecting New Zealand, it will in the next 10 years (positively or negatively). 
· Climate change is real. Although it will not affect New Zealand in the next 10 years, it will in the future (positively or negatively). 
· Climate change is real, but it will not affect New Zealand. 
· Climate change is not real. 
· Unsure 

Q144 In your opinion, will climate change affect the frequency or intensity of any of the following natural events in {District 1} by 2050?
{For each – Yes, No, Unsure}
· Drought 
· Heat waves 
· Flooding 
· Storms 
· Fires

Q145 How do you personally expect the frequency and intensity of natural events in {District 1} to change by 2050?
{For each - Decrease a lot, Decrease slightly, No change, Increase slightly, Increase 
 a lot, Unsure} 
· Frequency of drought 
· Intensity of drought 
· Frequency of heat waves 
· Intensity of heat waves 
· Frequency of flooding 
· Intensity of flooding 
· Frequency of storms 
· Intensity of storms 
· Frequency of fires 
· Intensity of fires

Q146 What impact do you anticipate changing climate will have between now and 2050, on balance?
	
	Very negative impact
	Somewhat negative impact
	Positive and negative impacts balance
	Somewhat positive impact
	Very positive impact
	Unsure

	Your operation in {District 1}
	
	
	
	
	
	

	New Zealand agriculture as a whole
	
	
	
	
	
	

	New Zealand as a whole
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The world
	
	
	
	
	
	



Information Sources
Q147 Where do you turn when you need some help about the sector? This part of the survey focuses on sources of advice and information.

Q148 How often do you access the following sources for advice and information about lifestyle blocks in {District 1}?
{For each – Never/Rarely, Sometimes, Often}
· Peers, peer support groups
· Trade magazines, books
· Local / regional council 
· Industry / levy bodies 
· Industry events, shows, field days 
· Fee-for-service rural consultants
· Accountants, banks, insurers 
· Business services / sales advisors (e.g. fertiliser companies) 
· TV, radio, newspaper 
· Veterinarians 
· Industry companies, suppliers (e.g. Fonterra, Zespri) 
· Ministry for Primary Industries 
· Other Ministries (e.g. MfE) 
· Scientists, scientific publications 
· Internet and social media (Discussion forums, newsletters, YouTube, Facebook, blogs, etc.)

Q149 Which Internet and social media do you use for advice and information about lifestyle blocks in {District 1}?
Select all that apply.
· Online discussion forums 
· Online newsletters and blogs 
· YouTube 
· Facebook 
· Twitter 
· Instagram 
· WhatsApp 
· Other (please specify below) ________________________________________________

Q150 Which of the following sources of advice and information do you consider to be the most helpful for lifestyle blocks in {District 1}?  
Select up to 3.
· Peers, peer support groups
· Trade magazines, books
· Local / regional council 
· Industry / levy bodies 
· Industry events, shows, field days 
· Fee-for-service rural consultants
· Accountants, banks, insurers 
· Business services / sales advisors (e.g. fertiliser companies) 
· TV, radio, newspaper 
· Veterinarians 
· Industry companies, suppliers (e.g. Fonterra, Zespri) 
· Ministry for Primary Industries 
· Other Ministries (e.g. MfE) 
· Scientists, scientific publications 
· Online discussion forums 
· Online newsletters and blogs 
· YouTube 
· Facebook 
· Other social media (Twitter, Instagram, WhatsApp, etc.) 

Sex, marital status, ethnicity
Q151 This is the last part of the survey. The questions in this section are about your personal background.

Q152 What is your gender?
	
	Male
	Female
	Gender diverse
	Prefer not to answer

	Your gender 
	
	
	
	

	Your spouse / partner's gender 
	
	
	
	




Q153 What is your birth year?
{For each – 1941 - 2001, Prefer not to answer}
· Your birth year 
· Your spouse / partner's birth year

Q154 How many years of on-farm experience after the age of 18 do you have?
	
	Less than 1
	1-2
	3-5
	6-10
	11-15
	16-20
	21-30
	31-40
	41-50
	51-60
	60+
	Prefer not to answer

	Years of experience (yourself) 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Years of experience (spouse/partner) 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




Q155 How many generations has your family been involved in farming, forestry, and growing food in Aotearoa New Zealand?
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	More than 6
	Unsure / Prefer not to answer

	Your family 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Your spouse / partner's family 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Q156 What is your ethnicity?
Tick all that apply.
{For each – Yourself, Your spouse / partner}
· New Zealand European 
· Māori 
· Chinese 
· Indian 
· Samoan 
· Cook Island Maori 
· Tongan 
· Niuean 
· Other European (e.g. British) 
· Other (please specify below) 
· Prefer not to answer

Education
Q157 Which of the following best describes your highest level of education completed so far?
{For each – Yourself, Your spouse / partner}
· Some secondary school
· Secondary school
· Certificate (level 1-6)
· Diploma (level 5-7)
· Bachelor's degree
· Post-graduate diploma or certificate / Bachelor's honour's degree
· Master's degree	
· Doctoral degree	
· Other	
· Prefer not to answer

Q158 Is your post-secondary qualification related to farming/forestry/agriculture or business/commerce?
{For each – Your qualification, Spouse's / partner's qualification}
· Farming / forestry / agriculture 
· Business / commerce 
· None of the above

Charity selection
Q159 Thank you for telling us so much about your operation! The answers that you provided will help in understanding the future of primary industry in Aotearoa New Zealand.
  
 As a token of our appreciation, Manaaki Whenua - Landcare Research will donate $10 to charity for each of the first 3000 responses that we receive - up to $30,000 in total.
   
Tell me more about Farmstrong  
Farmstrong is a nationwide well-being programme for the rural community. Their aim is to help rural New Zealand live well to farm well.   
Tell me more about the QEII National Trust 
Because almost 70% of NZ is in private ownership, the QEII National Trust inspires private land owners to protect and enhance open spaces of ecological and cultural significance.    
Tell me more about Retired Working Dogs NZ 
Retired Working Dogs helps dogs that are old, injured, or no longer suited to farm life find forever homes with families across New Zealand.   
Tell me more about the Westpac Chopper Appeal  
A speedy response is our only hope when life-or-death emergencies strike. The Westpac Chopper Appeal raises vital funds to keep Rescue Helicopters in the air.   
Please make your selection by clicking a logo below. 
{Charity Logos}
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