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BACKYARD BEATS

What are our birds telling us?

\ ‘?’/ -
—R
“ = "
e .
/7~
% 3
¢
7 2
y =

y

\ O
o tee




/ New Zealand

"~ GARDEN
NATIONAL PICTURE BIRD
SURVEY
SHALLOW . pessoe sHALLOW | .vem
INCREASE \’< - 46% INCREASE £ g—@
NOORLITTLE _em
N o o0
D N o
s @
\ R
- %
NOORLTTLE g 6 _______________ o
CHANGE . o
SRR D, S
A\ ‘% SHALLOW
i @ S DECLINE
N T
O f
(30 ~
L '”"
T SHALLOW =
u\ DECLINE \
” s 5 - MODERATE
- o JRNY -/‘_J\ DECLINE
t N
Sl B
e)\ 4
28% ST




49,492

garden

surveys
nationwide

Thanks to all our
volunteer bird counters!
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We have estimated how bird counts have changed over the last 10- and 5-year periods in different regions, districts,
and neighbourhoods across New Zealand for 14 common garden visitors — five native and nine introduced birds. b

Thanks to all our volunteer bird counters, 49,492 garden surveys have been completed nationwide since 2014. We use
specialised statistical tools to account for variation in sampling effort between regions, districts, and suburbs over time.
We also account for variation in bird counts depending on whether the surveyed gardens were in a rural or urban
setting, and whether birds were fed or not. Finally, we correct for the actual number of gardens in each area.

We then classify these changes according to their direction and size (see diagram below) to help us
identify changes of potential concern or interest. H ow have

bird counts
Drawing attention to changes in counts

?
that may be of concern or interest Changed )
Decline over 10 years Increase over 10 years
50% or 25% or 10% or Over Over Over
more more more 10% 50% 100%

RAPID MODERATE SHALLOW MODERATE RAPID
DECLINE DECLINE INCREASE INCREASE INCREASE
29% or 13% or 5% or Over Over Over
more more more 5% 22% 41%

Decline over 5 years Increase over 5 years
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How have garden bird counts changed across regions?
2014-24 2019-24

Greenfinch

Carduelis chloris

B Rapid increase

M Moderate increase

M Shallow increase
No or little change
Shallow decline

B Moderate decline

B Rapid decline

- SHALLOW INCREASE
} NATIONALLY

DATA SOURCE: 49,492 and 32,662 garden surveys for 2014—24 and 2019-24, respectively.
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2014-24 2019-24

0%

3%

Fantail

Piwakawaka
Rhipidura fuliginosa

B Rapid increase

M Moderate increase

M Shallow increase
No or little change
Shallow decline

B Moderate decline

B Rapid decline

% @
0%

0%

2%

-3%

-6%

- SHALLOW INCREASE
} NATIONALLY

DATA SOURCE: 49,492 and 32,662 garden surveys for 2014—24 and 2019-24, respectively.
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2014-24 2019-24

Kereru

Kerert
Hemiphaga novaeseelandiae

B Rapid increase

M Moderate increase

M Shallow increase
No or little change
Shallow decline

B Moderate decline

B Rapid decline

0%

SHALLOW INCREASE
NATIONALLY

DATA SOURCE: 49,492 and 32,662 garden surveys for 2014—24 and 2019-24, respectively.
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How have garden bird counts changed across regions?
2014-24 2019-24

Tl
Koks

Prosthemadera novaeseelandiae

B Rapid increase

M Moderate increase

M Shallow increase
No or little change
Shallow decline

B Moderate decline

B Rapid decline

SHALLOW INCREASE

- SHALLOW INCREASE
} NATIONALLY

NATIONALLY

DATA SOURCE: 49,492 and 32,662 garden surveys for 2014—24 and 2019-24, respectively.
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2014-24

9%

Blackbird

Manu pango

B Rapid increase

M Moderate increase

M Shallow increase
No or little change
Shallow decline

B Moderate decline

B Rapid decline

1%

SHALLOW INCREASE
NATIONALLY

2019-24

2%

-5%

0%

0%

0%

-4% 0%
o
-3%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

»

0%

0%

0%
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2014-24 2019-24

2% -4%

10% 4%

Song thrush

-5%
4% -5%
6% -2%

2% -5% -5% 5%
2% 4%
B Rapid increase
M Moderate increase
Shallow increase oo - e 7%
NO or Ilttle Change 14% 3%
Shallow decline
Moderate decline 1% 4%

B Rapid decline

0% -6%

-6% 7%

-9% 5%



O Manaaki Whenua

|l andcare Research

How have garden bird counts changed across regions? j

2014-24

Goldfinch

Carduelis carduelis

B Rapid increase

M Moderate increase

M Shallow increase
No or little change
Shallow decline

B Moderate decline

B Rapid decline

2019-24

N

MODERATE DECLINE

NATIONALLY
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DATA SOURCE: 49,492 and 32,662 garden surveys for 2014—24 and 2019-24, respectively.
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2014-24

Silvereye

Tauhou

B Rapid increase

M Moderate increase

M Shallow increase
No or little change
Shallow decline

B Moderate decline 9%

B Rapid decline

-19%

&

-14%

2019-24

Y

-11%
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How have garden bird counts changed across regions? SURVEY
2014-24 2019-24 =

Bellbird

Korimako

B Rapid increase
M Moderate increase
M Shallow increase
No or little change
Shallow decline
B Moderate decline
B Rapid decline

-9%

5%

4% 0%




O Manaaki Whenua

|l andcare Research

How have garden bird counts changed across regions?
2014-24 2019-24

2% 5%

4% 9%

Myna

Y

2% -5%

Maina | A%

6% 1% 4%
33% 7%

B Rapid increase

M Moderate increase / /
Shallow increase -
No or little change
Shallow decline

M Moderate decline

B Rapid decline

-5%

-T%

-6%
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2014-24 2019-24 "y

2

-21% -10%

Starling

Térlngl 9% T T

-8% 12% -8%
-11% -5% @
B Rapid increase '

B Moderate increase

Shallow increase sh - > Lo 0%
No or little change o %
Shallow decline

B Moderate decline 7% %

B Rapid decline

1% -3%

-3% -9%

-18% -8%
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2014-24 2019-24

-18%

House sparrow

-18%
Tiu

-12%

B Rapid increase

M Moderate increase

M Shallow increase
No or little change
Shallow decline

B Moderate decline -18% % >

B Rapid decline

9% -10%

2%
-9%
) V)

MODERATE DECLINE
NATIONALLY

&

ATA SOURCE: 49,492 ai
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2014-24

Dunnock

B Rapid increase

B Moderate increase

Shallow increase

No or little chang

Shallow decline
M Moderate decline
B Rapid decline

-14%

-19%

e

-12%

-8%

-16%

-15%

-18%

-16%

2019-24

0%
-2%

5%

-5%

-6%

3%

-11%

-6%

Y

-4%

-10%

-8%

-T%

7%
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2014-24 2019-24

Chaffinch

Panhirini
Fringilla coelebs

B Rapid increase

M Moderate increase

M Shallow increase o )
No or little change
Shallow decline

B Moderate decline 0%

B Rapid decline

-15%

-1%

-5%

MODERATE DECLINE
NATIONALLY

DATA SOURCE: 49,492 and 32,662 garden surveys for 2014—24 and 2019-24, respectively.






