
Chaetosphaeria ellisii (Barr) Huhndorf & F.A. Fernandez – AEB 1270 (= PDD 111254)                  
A small older collection but a good fit                                                                                             
See Huhndorf, S.M. and Fernández, F.A. 2005. Teleomorph-anamorph connections: Chaeto-
sphaeria raciborskii and related species, and their Craspedodidymum-like anamorphs. Fungal 
Diversity 19: 23–49. 
 
Collection site and date: Collection site Rimutaka Forest Park – Orongorongo Track; Date 26 Jan-
uary 2016 
 
Substrate: on a small piece of dead wood 
 
Collected by: Ann Bell 
 
Identified by: Dan Mahoney 
 
Voucher materials: Dried herbarium specimen AEB 1270 (= PDD 111254) accompanied by one 
Shear’s mounting fluid (SMF) semipermanent microscope slide; in-situ photo of older perithecia (some 
still fertile) under a Zeiss dissecting scope and digital photos of microscopic detail from water and 
SMF slide mounts; Dan’s brief comments.                                                                                          
 
Dan’s brief comments: Although a small and older collection, the water mount (later irrigated with 
SMF) yielded good views of the asci, paraphyses and especially the ascospores. Ascospores fit well 
within the described range and typically had 7-septa although the rare 8-septate spore was seen and 
photographed. Setae scattered over the peridium also matched the description.  The outermost layer 
of the peridium consisted of globular cells although this layer was reasonably thin and not always eas-
ily seen.  There was no reddish appearance to these older dried perithecia. 



            303 µm 

Subglobose perithecia with 
short stout scattered setae 
in-situ on dry dead wood 



Peridial fragment with scattered short stout setae <45 µm 
long. SMF mount, X40 objective, brightfield microscopy. 



Asci with 8 multiseptate 
ascospores arranged 
triseriately to quadrase-
riately. SMF mount, X40 
objective, DIC micros-
copy. Some stain would 
have clarified the image 
but the best I had for 
asci from this small 7-
year-old collection is 
shown here. 



Ascospores in water mounts, X40 objective, 
brightfield microscopy. Left photo (arrow) a typi-
cal 7-septate spore; right photo (arrow) a rare 8-
septate spore. Spores with the apical end wider 
and slightly tapering to the narrower basal end. 


