
 
Periconia byssoides AEB 1266 (= PDD 111250) – see especially Mason, E.W. & Ellis, M.B. 1953. Mycol. Pap. 
56: pp. 60-77 for extensive treatments of the British collections of P. byssoides & its close relative P. cookei. 
These species are also treated briefly in Ellis, M.B. 1971. Dematiaceous Hyphomycetes. Commonwealth My-
cological Institute, Kew.  For developmental aspects see Bunning, S.E. & Griffiths, D.A. 1984. Spore develop-
ment in species of Periconia II. P. byssoides and P. igniaria. Trans. Br. Mycol. Soc. 82(3): 397-404. 
 
Collected: 21 January 2016 on a dead gorse twig  
 
Collection site: Rimutaka Forest Park in a drainage ditch alongside the uphill path from the parking lot to the en-
trance of tracks leading to the Orongorongo Track 
 
Collected and identified by: Dan Mahoney 
 
Voucher materials: Dried herbarium specimen (AEB 1266) and one SMF microscope slide; in situ photos of dried 
conidiophores/conidia under the Zeiss dissecting scope and digital photos of microscopic detail in slide mts; Dan’s 
brief description & comments. 
 
Dan’s brief description and comments: The conidial specimen agreed with the description provided by Mason & 

Ellis in their 1953 Mycological Paper #56.  There were basically 2 closely related species to choose from [globose 

verruculose conidia (10–15 µm) produced acropetally in short chains and maturing basipetally from an apical swell-

ing on the longish simple brown conidiophores] – P. byssoides and P. cookei. They are distinguished by the pres-

ence of a septum at the base of the apical (sporogenous) conidiophore swelling (P. byssoides) or its absence (P. 

cookei). Other features – sporogeny, conidium size & ornamentation, etc. – are extremely close. This feature, how-

ever, is difficult to see in an older dried collection such as this one. Conidial heads cling together in liquid mounts and 

I had to carefully apply enough pressure to the coverslip to knock off enough conidia from the apical swelling to see 

the septum there.  Even then the septum was slightly above the point at which the conidiophore apex began to wid-

en. Conidiophore lengths varied considerably but most were in the lower portion of the ranges for either species. 
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        303 µm 

Dried in situ Periconia byssoides on 
dead gorse twig (approx. 1.5 cm diam). 



Periconia 
byssoides. Both 
photos SMF 
mounts, X40 ob-
jective, bright-
field microsco-
py. Left: intact 
conidial head at 
the conidio-
phore apex. 
Right: conidial 
head broken 
apart showing 
the globose ver-
ruculose conidia 
(the largest co-
nidium shown is 
15 µm.) 


