
 Craterium minutum (Leers) Fr. SM88 (= PDD 117229) - An excellent match to the description in 

‘Stephenson, S.L. 2003. Myxomycetes of New Zealand. Fungi of New Zealand  Volume 3. Fungal Di-

versity Research Series 11: 1-238.’ 

Collection site: Remutaka Forest Park, Orongorongo Track (See red arrow on map insert)  

Substrate: On the surface of a fragmented dead leaf of Freycinetia banksii (kiekie)                                                                                                                     

Collection date: 18 September 

2019 

Collector & Identifier: Dan Ma-

honey  

Voucher materials: Dried herbari-

um specimen SM88 (= PDD 

117229); Dan’s in situ Zeiss dis-

secting scope photos of fruiting 

bodies [Kodak Professional Portra 

160 color neg. film, (best ones digi-

tally scanned)]; Dan’s comments. 

Measurements and other details 

are provided with the photos and 

photo legends.  

Brief comments: See the description of this species from Stephenson’s 2003 publication on the next page. 

Other AEB collections of C. minutum online at the Landcare PDD website include SM32 (= PDD 110412) 

July 1994 and SM49 (= PDD 110422) 19 July 2006. 

 

  





          400 µm 

      500 µm 

In situ fresh fruiting bodies scattered over the surface of a fragmented 

dead leaf of Freycinetia banksii (kiekie). Both photos from the same 

field of view. Note the arrowed preformed operculum from the same 

fruiting body, at different magnifications. As seen, the operculum is be-

ing ‘pushed up’ by the developing capillitium and spore mass beneath. 



        500 µm 

     1000 µm 

In situ fresh fruiting bodies scattered over 

the surface of a fragmented dead leaf of 

Freycinetia banksii (kiekie). Both photos 

from the same field of view, but at differ-

ent magnifications. Moist conditions had 

allowed a fungus to ‘overgrow’ some of 

the fruiting bodies (but not badly enough 

to damage them).  



      400 µm 

       400 µm 

In situ fresh fruiting bodies from the surface 

of a fragmented dead leaf of Freycinetia 

banksii (kiekie). Left photo. Side view of fruit-

ing body minus its operculum. Note  the hy-

pothallus, furrowed stipe and uppermost the 

large white lime nodes. Right photo. Over-

head view of a sporangium minus its opercu-

lum. Note the capillitial threads & their large 

white irregular lime nodes with the dark 

spore mass beneath. 


