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Thank you for participating in the Survey of Rural Decision Makers. The survey is run every 2 years and is completed by thousands of people across the country. It covers all types of land-based primary industry, including livestock, horticulture, viticulture, nurseries, forestry, growing grain and seed crops, and land that could be used for these purposes as well as lifestyle blocks.    
   
The survey is conducted by Manaaki Whenua - Landcare Research. We are a New Zealand Crown Research Institute that was established in 1992.    

Before we begin, a few important notes related to your privacy:   	
· Data are collected for research purposes only. We will not share your personal information. 	
· Your participation in this survey is optional. You can stop the survey at any time. 	
· Individual results will remain confidential and all data will be stored on password-protected computers. 
· Click here to read Manaaki Whenua's statement on survey privacy and ethics.
· Anonymized results will be shared with you and posted on the Manaaki Whenua website.   
  
And a few notes about how the survey works:   	
· Some questions include blue text, which can be clicked to show additional information.  
· Click the right arrow to move forward. If you don’t see the right arrow, please scroll down.  	
· The survey is designed to take 15-20 minutes. It saves automatically, so you can come back to it later if you need a break.
   
We will donate $15 to selected charity for each completed survey, up to $60,000 in total. This year's charity partners are Farmers Adverse Events Trust, NZ Young Farmers, the Rural Support Trust, Rural Women, and Young Grower of the Year. You choose the charity you'd like to support at the end of the survey. Ten lucky winners will also each receive a $500 supermarket voucher.    
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Select YES to begin the survey. Then click the RIGHT ARROW.
o	YES, I'd like to complete the survey. 
o	NO, I'd rather not do the survey.  

Q1 Which of the following is the best description of your property? 
We're not fussed about whether your property meets strict definitions. We're just asking because the questions in the survey differ for commercial operations and lifestyle blocks. 
o	Commercial farm, forest, or growing operation  (1) 
o	Lifestyle block – GST registered  (2) 
o	Lifestyle block – not GST registered  (3) 
o	I do not currently own or manage a commercial farm/forest/growing operation or a lifestyle block  (4) 

Q2 Did you pay GST for activities related to farming, forestry, or growing on your property in the last 2 years?  
Why are we asking about GST?  
We're trying to better understand decision making on lifestyle properties. Lifestyle block owners who are GST registered will already be included in StatsNZ's Agricultural Production Surveys. Those who aren't GST registered won't be. 
o	Yes  (1) 
o	No  (2) 
o	Unsure  (3) 

Q3 Which of the following best describes your primary role on this commercial operation?   
Why do we need to know your primary role? 	 
We'd like to know your primary role on the farm because some of the later questions in the survey only apply to owners, some only apply to partners, 	some only apply to managers, some only apply to trusts, etc.   
o	Owner / joint-owner  (1) 
o	Equity partner / partnership  (2) 
o	Property manager / operations manager / supervisor / CEO / etc.  (3) 
o	Share milker  (4) 
o	Representative of a Māori trust / incorporation  (5) 
o	Representative of a family trust or other trust  (6) 
o	Leasee  (7) 
o	Other (please describe)  (8) 

Q4 Which of the following best describes the Māori trust / incorporation?  
Why is this important? 	 	
Better understanding the type of trust helps us to understand the objectives and management structure. For example, Ahu Whenua trusts manage the land itself for the benefit of the owners. Whānau trusts don't manage the land, but instead the shares in the land, according to the trust order.  	 
o	Ahu whenua trust  (1) 
o	Whānau trust  (2) 
o	Whenua topu trust  (3) 
o	Incorporation  (4) 
o	No clear structure  (5) 
o	Other (please describe)  (6) 

Location and land description
The first part of the survey focuses on location and land use. Then, the survey covers land management, climate and weather, technology adoption, regulations, values, and well-being.

Q5 
In how many districts is your farm, forest, or growing operation located?
In this survey, a 'farm, forest, or growing operation' is one or more blocks of land, managed as a single operation, that is engaged in agricultural activity. This includes farming of livestock, horticulture, viticulture, nurseries, forestry, growing grain and seed crops, farm-based tourism, and land that could be used for these purposes. 
o	1  (1) 
o	2  (2) 
o	3 or more  (3) 

Q6 Where is your property located?   
If your operation spans multiple regions or districts, please indicate the region and district of the largest area (whether a single block or many blocks).
Region (1) 										_____
District (2) 										_____
Locality (3) 										_____
Postal Code (4) 									_____

Q7 In which region and district is your second largest property by area (whether a single block or many blocks) located? 
2nd Region (1) 									_____
2nd District (2) 									_____

Q8 In which region and district is your third largest property by area (whether a single block or many blocks) located? If you have properties in more than 3 districts, please list the location of the 3rd largest properties only (whether they are in single blocks or many blocks).
Region (1) 										_____
District (2) 										_____
			
Q9 What is the total area of the property, including unproductive area and support blocks? Please separate land that is owned from land that is leased. Do not count land that is leased to others or used by others. 						
	
							District 1	District 2	District 3
Area of owned land (hectares) (Q9_1)		__		__		__	
Area of leased land (hectares) (Q9_2)		__		__		__		
	
Q10 Is your property best described as flat, rolling or steep country? Tick all that apply.

			Flat (1)		Rolling (2)	Steep (3)
District 1 (Q10_1)	▢		▢		▢	
District 2 (Q10_2)	▢		▢		▢	
District 2 (Q10_3)	▢		▢		▢	

Q11 Does your property include any of the following? Tick all that apply.
	
						District 1	District 2	District 3
Direct access to waterways that are more 
than a metre wide, permanently flowing, 
and more than ankle deep (Q11_1)		▢		▢		▢	
Direct access to minor waterways and 
drains (Q11_2)				▢		▢		▢	
Water irrigation (Q11_3)			▢		▢		▢	
Native bush for conservation or 
amenity (Q11_4)				▢		▢		▢	
Newly planted (last 2 years) shelter belts or 
amenity plantings of exotic conifers (Q11_5) ▢		▢		▢	
Wetlands (Q11_6)				▢		▢		▢	
Other land that is not used for grazing, 
growing crops, or forestry (Q11_7) 		▢		▢		▢	
None of the above (Q11_8)			▢		▢		▢	


Q12 What is the area of the property allocated to the following, in hectares? Please don't include land leased to others or used by others.  

							District 1	District 2	District 3
Irrigated land (Q12_1)					__		__		__
Native bush for conservation or amenity (Q12_2) 	__		__		__	
Wetlands (Q12_3)					__		__		__
Other land that is not used for grazing, 	
growing crops, or forestry (Q12_4)			__		__		__

Land use and land-use change	
Q13 Which of the following land uses apply to the land that you actively managed during the previous 12 months? Tick all that apply.
{For commercial operators}
{For each district:}
▢	Grazing livestock that are NOT OWNED by the farming business (e.g. dairy support) (Q13_1)
▢	Farming sheep and / or beef (Q13_2) 
▢	Raising and / or finishing prime cattle, including bull beef (Q13_3) 		
▢	Operating a dairy platform (Q13_4) 	
▢	Operating a dairy support block (Q13_5) 	
▢	Raising deer (Q13_6) 			
▢	Raising pigs (Q13_7) 			
▢	Raising poultry birds (Q13_8)
▢	Raising other farmed livestock (e.g. horses, goats, ostriches and emus, alpacas and llamas) (Q13_9) 			
▢	Growing grain and seed crops (Q13_10) 
▢	Growing crops for hay, silage, or baleage (Q13_11) 	
▢	Growing vegetables and / or cooking herbs indoors (Q13_12) 		
▢	Growing vegetables and / or cooking herbs outdoors (Q13_13) 	
▢	Growing flowers, bulbs, nursery crops, and hops (Q13_14) 	
▢	Growing kiwifruit (Q13_15)	
▢	Growing wine grapes (Q13_16)	
▢	Growing other fruits, nuts, and edible tree crops (Q13_17) 	
▢	Exotic forest intended for commercial harvest (Q13_18) 	
▢	Exotic forest for carbon units (Q13_19) 	
▢	Native forest / bush for commercial harvest of timber or non-timber products (e.g. oils, honey) (Q13_20)	
▢	Native forest / bush for carbon units (Q13_21) 	
▢	Farm-based tourism (Q13_22) 		
▢	Beekeeping for honey harvest (Q13_23) 

Q14 Are any of your land uses new in the last 2 years? Have any existing land uses been allocated more land in the last 2 years? If a land use is new in the last 2 years, please click 'No' under 'More land allocated during the last 2 years'.
						New in the		More land allocated 
Last 2 years		during the last 2 years
						No (1)	Yes (2)		No (1)	Yes (2)
{For each land use:}				 o	o		o	o	

Q15 Have any of the land uses on your property in District 1 become more or less intensive in the last 2 years (or when the activity started if less than 2 years ago)? What do we mean by 'intensive'? This refers to the amount of inputs (stock, fertiliser, labour) per unit of land. 
				Less intensive (1)	Same intensity (2)	More intensive (3)
{For each land use} 		o			o			o	

Q16 What were the main reasons for adding a new land use, increasing the amount of land allocated to existing land use, and/or changing the intensity of an existing land use during the last 2 years? Select up to 3 answers.   
▢	To respond to markets/consumer demand  (1) 
▢	Lifestyle decision  (2) 
▢	Changes in seasonal weather patterns or extreme weather events  (3) 
▢	To reduce greenhouse gas emissions  (4) 
▢	Other environmental considerations  (5) 
▢	To improve operational efficiency  (6) 
▢	To improve income streams  (7) 
▢	Regulatory compliance  (8) 
▢	Other  (9) 

Q17 Which activity do you consider to be your primary activity? Which is your secondary activity (if any)?
Primary (Q17_1) 									_____
Secondary (17_2) 									_____

Q18 Have you used your lifestyle block for any of the following purposes during the previous 12 months? Select all that apply.
{Lifestyle block owners}
▢	Grazing livestock that are NOT OWNED by yourself  (1) 
▢	Raising livestock, including horses  (2) 
▢	Growing grain and seed crops  (3) 
▢	Growing crops for hay, silage, or baleage  (4) 
▢	Growing vegetables and / or cooking herbs  (5) 
▢	Growing flowers, bulbs, nursery crops, and hops  (6) 
▢	Growing kiwifruit  (7) 
▢	Growing wine grapes  (8) 
▢	Growing other fruits, nuts, and edible tree crops  (9) 
▢	Exotic forest for commercial harvest  (10) 
▢	Exotic forest for carbon units  (11) 
▢	Native forest/bush for commercial harvest of timber or non-timber products (e.g. oils, honey)  (12) 
▢	Native forest/bush for carbon units  (13) 
▢	Farm-based tourism  (14) 
▢	Beekeeping for honey harvest  (15) 
▢	None of the above  (16) 

Management priorities
This section of the survey focuses on land management, including management priorities, catchment groups, irrigation (if applicable), and wilding conifers.

Q19 Over the past 2 years, how much focus have you placed on trying to achieve the following outcomes on your property?
Reducing greenhouse gas emissions (Q19_1)     ▼ 1 Not much of a focus ... 5 Major focus
Increasing native biodiversity on the property (Q19_2) 	
						        ▼ 1 Not much of a focus ... 5 Major focus
Improving the health of waterways (Q19_3)          ▼ 1 Not much of a focus ... 5 Major focus
Reducing soil erosion (Q19_4) 	        	        ▼ 1 Not much of a focus ... 5 Major focus
Improving soil health (Q19_5) 	                    ▼ 1 Not much of a focus ... 5 Major focus
Improving biosecurity (Q19_6) 	                    ▼ 1 Not much of a focus ... 5 Major focus
Adjusting to changing weather conditions (Q19_7)
						        ▼ 1 Not much of a focus ... 5 Major focus 
Improving water efficiency (Q19_8) 	                    ▼ 1 Not much of a focus ... 5 Major focus
Improving productivity (Q19_9)		        ▼ 1 Not much of a focus ... 5 Major focus
Improving animal welfare (Q19_10)		        ▼ 1 Not much of a focus ... 5 Major focus

Q20 Over the next 2 years, how much focus do you think you will place on trying to achieve the following outcomes on your property?
Reducing greenhouse gas emissions (Q20_1)     ▼ 1 Not much of a focus ... 5 Major focus
Increasing native biodiversity on the property (Q20_2) 	
						        ▼ 1 Not much of a focus ... 5 Major focus
Improving the health of waterways (Q20_3)          ▼ 1 Not much of a focus ... 5 Major focus
Reducing soil erosion (Q20_4) 	                    ▼ 1 Not much of a focus ... 5 Major focus
Improving soil health (Q20_5) 	                    ▼ 1 Not much of a focus ... 5 Major focus
Improving biosecurity (Q20_6) 	                    ▼ 1 Not much of a focus ... 5 Major focus
Adjusting to changing weather conditions (Q20_7)
						        ▼ 1 Not much of a focus ... 5 Major focus 
Improving water efficiency (Q20_8) 	                    ▼ 1 Not much of a focus ... 5 Major focus
Improving productivity (Q20_9)		        ▼ 1 Not much of a focus ... 5 Major focus
Improving animal welfare (Q20_10)		        ▼ 1 Not much of a focus ... 5 Major focus


Catchment groups  
Q21 If you know the name of your catchment in District 1, please enter it. If you do not know the catchment name, please leave this box blank. _____

Q22 As far as you are aware, are catchment groups operating in your catchment?
o	Yes  (1) 
o	No  (2) 
o	Unsure  (3) 

Q23 Which of the following best describes your involvement in catchment groups, if any?
o	I currently participate in a catchment group  (1) 
o	I participated in a catchment group in the past, but I no longer participate  (2) 
o	I have never participated in a catchment group  (3) 

Q24 In what year did your participation in the catchment group begin? 		_____
 
Q25 In what year did your participation in the catchment group end?		_____

Q26 Why do you (or why did you) participate in your local catchment group? Select up to 3 answers.
▢	Providing a sense of community  (1) 
▢	Working collectively to address a problem  (2) 
▢	Pooling human and financial resources  (3) 
▢	Making a difference by working across property boundaries  (4) 
▢	Learning from peers  (5) 
▢	Accessing external grants/funding  (6) 
▢	Obtaining help with regulatory compliance  (7) 
▢	Other  (8) 

Q27 Why don't you participate in your local catchment group? Select all that apply.
▢	Lack of time  (1) 
▢	Lack of knowledge  (2) 
▢	Lack of interest  (3) 
▢	I don't think catchment groups are effective  (4) 
▢	There are no catchment groups in my area  (5) 
▢	Other  (6) 

Q28 In your opinion, what % of landowners in the catchment should participate in the catchment group to be effective? 	▼ 1 10% ... 10 100%

Irrigation
Q29 What types of water irrigation were used on the property during the 2024/25 season? Select all that apply.
▢	Centre-pivot, linear move  (1) 
▢	K-line (or similar moveable types)  (2) 
▢	Rotorainers and guns  (3) 
▢	Drip irrigation  (4) 
▢	Solid set – fixed  (5) 
▢	Surface irrigation such as flood, border dyke, contour  (6) 
▢	Other (please describe)  (7) 
▢	None of the above  (8) 

Q30 Which types of crops did you irrigate in 2024/25? Select all that apply.
▢	Grain and seed crops  (1) 
▢	Pasture for grazing  (2) 
▢	Pasture for seed, hay, silage, baleage, or other supplements  (3) 
▢	Forage crops  (4) 
▢	Vegetables and/or cooking herbs  (5)
▢	Flowers, bulbs, nursery crops, and hops  (6)
▢	Kiwifruit  (7)
▢	Wine grapes  (8) 
▢	Other fruit, nuts, and edible tree crops  (9) 
▢	Other crops (please describe)  (10) 
▢	None of the above  (11) 

Q31 Was the area of irrigated land in 2024/25 higher, lower, or about the same as it was 5 years ago?  
o	Higher  (1) 
o	About the same  (2) 
o	Lower  (3) 
o	Unsure  (4) 

Wilding conifers
Q32 'Wilding conifers' is a term used to describe exotic coniferous trees that self-seed (in contrast to planted pines in forest plantations).   
   
As far as you are aware, have wilding conifers affected your property, adjoining properties, or other land in District 1?
						Yes (1)		No (2)		Unsure (3)
Own land (Q32_1) 				o		o		o	
Adjoining properties (Q32_2) 			o		o		o	
Other land in District 1 (Q32_3) 		o		o		o	

Q33 As far as you are aware, what are the sources of wilding conifers on your property in District 1? Select all that apply. 
▢	DOC estate  (1) 
▢	Commercial forest other than your own  (2) 
▢	Historic plantings undertaken by government or catchment boards outside your land  (3) 
▢	Shelterbelt other than your own  (4) 
▢	Amenity plantings and individual trees outside your land  (5) 
▢	Commercial forest on your land  (6) 
▢	Historic plantings undertaken by government or catchment boards on your land  (7) 
▢	Shelterbelt on your land  (8) 
▢	Amenity plantings or individual trees on your land  (9) 
▢	Other (please describe)  (10) 
▢	Unsure  (11) 

Q34 Among those sources of wilding conifers on your property in District 1, which do you consider the main source?
o	DOC estate  (1) 
o	Commercial forest (other than your own)  (2) 
o	Historic plantings undertaken by government or catchment boards (outside your land)  (3) 
o	Shelterbelt (other than your own)  (4) 
o	Amenity plantings and individual trees (outside your land)  (5) 
o	Commercial forest on your land  (6) 
o	Historic plantings undertaken by government or catchment boards on your land  (7) 
o	Shelterbelt on your land  (8) 
o	Amenity plantings or individual trees on your land  (9) 

Q35 Are wilding conifers controlled in any way on your property in District 1?
o	Yes  (1) 
o	No  (2) 
o	Unsure  (3) 

Q36 
What are the reasons wilding conifers are not controlled on your property in District 1? Select all that apply.
▢	I don’t know how to control them  (1) 
▢	Too difficult  (2) 
▢	Too time consuming  (3) 
▢	Too expensive  (4) 
▢	I don't care about controlling them  (5) 
▢	Other (please describe)  (6) 

Q37 Who has funded control of wilding conifers on your property in District 1, including self-funding? Select all that apply.
▢	National Wilding Conifer Control Programme (MPI / Biosecurity New Zealand)  (1) 
▢	Regional or District Council  (2) 
▢	Iwi  (3) 
▢	National funding programmes / trusts  (4) 
▢	Local funding programmes / trusts  (5) 
▢	Self-funded  (6) 
▢	Other (please describe)  (7) 
▢	None of the above  (8) 

Q38 Which of the following best describes your personal attitude toward wilding conifers?
o	They are extremely harmful  (1) 
o	They are more harmful than beneficial  (2) 
o	Harms and benefits balance out  (3) 
o	They are more beneficial than harmful  (4) 
o	They are extremely beneficial  (5) 
o	Unsure  (6) 

Climate and weather
This section of the survey focuses on climate and weather.

Q39 Please select the statement that best indicates your personal beliefs about climate change. Note that this question asks whether climate change is occurring, not about the causes.
o	Climate change is not occurring  (1) 
o	There is insufficient evidence to know whether climate change is occurring  (2) 
o	Climate change is occurring  (3) 
o	Unsure  (4) 

Q40 Please select the statement that best indicates your personal beliefs about the causes of climate change.
o	Climate change is mostly driven by natural causes  (1) 
o	Climate change is driven equally by natural causes and human causes  (2) 
o	Climate change is driven mostly by human causes  (3) 
o	Unsure  (4) 

Q41 What impact do you anticipate climate change will have on the viability of your property, 
NZ agriculture, and global agriculture overall?
Your property (Q41_1) 		▼ 1 Very negative ... 5 Very positive
NZ agriculture (Q41_2) 		▼ 1 Very negative ... 5 Very positive
Global agriculture (Q41_3)		▼ 1 Very negative ... 5 Very positive

Q42 Has your property been affected by any of the following extreme weather events in the past 10 years? Select all that apply.
▢	Drought  (1) 
▢	Heat waves  (2) 
▢	Flooding  (3) 
▢	Storms  (4) 
▢	Wild fires  (5) 
▢	Other (please describe)  (6) 
▢	None of the above  (7) 

Q43 How do you expect the frequency and intensity of extreme weather events to change on your property over the next 25 years, if at all?
Drought (Q43_1) 	Frequency: ▼ 1 Less ... 3 More	Intensity: ▼ 1 Less ... 3 More
Heat waves (Q43_2)	Frequency: ▼ 1 Less ... 3 More	Intensity: ▼ 1 Less ... 3 More
Flooding (Q43_3) 	Frequency: ▼ 1 Less ... 3 More	Intensity: ▼ 1 Less ... 3 More
Storms (Q43_4) 	Frequency: ▼ 1 Less ... 3 More	Intensity: ▼ 1 Less ... 3 More
Wild fires (Q43_5) 	Frequency: ▼ 1 Less ... 3 More	Intensity: ▼ 1 Less ... 3 More

Q44 If extreme weather events are as you expect 25 years in the future, would any of the following land uses no longer be appropriate for your property?
▢	{List of all current land uses:}
▢	All activities would still be appropriate 

Q45 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about the impacts of extreme weather events? What do we mean by 'resilient'? Resilience reflects the ability to bounce back after facing challenges.
I have made changes to my property to avoid damage from extreme weather events (Q45_1)					▼ 1 Strongly disagree ... 5 Strongly agree	
I have made changes to my property to recover faster from extreme weather events (Q45_2)
▼ 1 Strongly disagree ... 5 Strongly agree	
My property is resilient to extreme weather events (Q45_3)
						▼ 1 Strongly disagree ... 5 Strongly agree	
There are changes I can make on my property to improve its ability to recover from extreme weather events (Q45_4) 			▼ 1 Strongly disagree ... 5 Strongly agree	
The ability of my property to recover from extreme weather events is mainly influenced by things beyond my control (Q45_5) 
						▼ 1 Strongly disagree ... 5 Strongly agree	

Q46 Which of the following will most help your property adapt to extreme weather events? Select up to 3 answers.
▢	Access to skilled workers in my area  (1) 
▢	Access to financial support such as grants, subsidies, or loans  (2) 
▢	Information about when and how climate change will affect my operation  (3) 
▢	Access to trusted advisory services for planning and support  (4) 
▢	Demonstrated examples of alternative land-use options in my area  (5) 
▢	Fewer and simpler compliance requirements  (6) 
▢	Access to new tools suited to a changing climate (e.g. technologies, plant and animal genetics, chemicals, medicines)  (7) 
▢	Demonstrated examples effective adaptation actions in my area  (8) 
▢	Reliable access to essential infrastructure (e.g. electricity, telecommunication, roads)  (9) 
▢	Other (please specify)  (10) 

Q47 Are seasonal weather patterns on your property different than they were 10 years ago?    By seasonal weather patterns, we mean high/low and average temperature and rainfall across seasons.
o	Yes  (1) 
o	No  (2) 
o	Unsure  (3) 

Q48 How do you expect seasonal weather patterns to change on your property over the next 25 years, if at all?
Spring (Q48_1) 
Rainfall (_1): ▼ 1 Wetter ... 3 Drier  Temperature (_2): ▼ 1 Cooler ... 3 Warmer
Summer (Q48_2)	
Rainfall (_1): ▼ 1 Wetter ... 3 Drier  Temperature (_2): ▼ 1 Cooler ... 3 Warmer 
Autumn (Q48_3) 	
Rainfall (_1): ▼ 1 Wetter ... 3 Drier  Temperature (_2): ▼ 1 Cooler ... 3 Warmer
Winter (Q48_4) 	
Rainfall (_1): ▼ 1 Wetter ... 3 Drier  Temperature (_2): ▼ 1 Cooler ... 3 Warmer

Q49 If seasonal weather patterns shift as you expect 25 years in the future, would any of the following land uses no longer be appropriate for your property?
▢	{List of all current land uses:}
▢	All activities would still be appropriate 

Q50 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about the impacts of shifting seasonal weather patterns? What do we mean by 'resilient'? Resilience reflects the ability to bounce back after facing challenges.
I have made changes on my property as a result of shifting seasonal weather patterns (Q50_1) 					▼ 1 Strongly disagree ... 5 Strongly agree	
My property is resilient to shifting seasonal weather patterns (Q50_2)
						▼ 1 Strongly disagree ... 5 Strongly agree
There are changes I can make on my property adjust to shifting seasonal weather patterns (Q50_3) 					▼ 1 Strongly disagree ... 5 Strongly agree
The ability of my property to adjust to shifting seasonal weather patterns is mainly influenced by things outside my control (Q50_4) 	
						▼ 1 Strongly disagree ... 5 Strongly agree

Q51 Which of the following will most help your property adapt to shifting seasonal weather patterns? Select up to 3 answers.
▢	Access to skilled workers in my area  (1) 
▢	Access to financial support such as grants, subsidies, or loans  (2) 
▢	Information about when and how climate change will affect my operation  (3) 
▢	Access to trusted advisory services for planning and support  (4) 
▢	Demonstrated examples of alternative land-use options in my area  (5) 
▢	Fewer and simpler compliance requirements  (6) 
▢	Access to new tools suited to a changing climate (e.g. technologies, plant and animal genetics, chemicals, medicines)  (7) 
▢	Demonstrated examples effective adaptation actions in my area  (8) 
▢	Reliable access to essential infrastructure (e.g. electricity, telecommunication, roads)  (9) 
▢	Other (please specify)  (10) 

Technology adoption
This part of the survey focuses on technological adoption. It covers tech for mitigating agricultural greenhouse gases as well as productivity-enhancing technologies.

Q52 There are a variety of management practices that could possibly reduce agricultural greenhouse gas emissions (even if they were done for other reasons). Some are already available and some are still some years away. This question asks about practices that are currently available.

Which of the following statements apply to you? Select all that apply.
▢	I have improved pasture management and feeding practices  (1) 
▢	I have improved fertiliser management  (2) 
▢	I have improved manure management  (3) 
▢	I have diversified pasture or forage crops grown  (4) 
▢	I use renewable energy on the property  (5) 
▢	I have reduced herd size  (6) 
▢	I have improved livestock genetics  (7) 
▢	I have changed stock types  (8) 
▢	I have improved individual animal productivity  (9) 
▢	I have improved livestock reproductive performance  (10) 
▢	I have improved animal health  (11) 
▢	I know my property's agricultural greenhouse gas emissions – my processor tells me every year  (12) 
▢	I know my property's agricultural greenhouse gas emissions – we’ve calculated them within the past two years  (13) 
▢	None of the above  (14) 

Q53 To what extent was reducing agricultural greenhouse gas emissions the motivation for undertaking these management activities, if at all?
I have improved pasture management and feeding practices (Q53_1)	
	▼ 1 Not a motivation ... 4 Only motivation
I have improved fertiliser management (Q53_2) 	▼ 1 Not a motivation ... 4 Only motivation
I have improved manure management (Q53_3)    ▼ 1 Not a motivation ... 4 Only motivation
I have diversified pasture or forage crops grown (Q53_4)
	▼ 1 Not a motivation ... 4 Only motivation
I use renewable energy on the property (Q53_5) 	▼ 1 Not a motivation ... 4 Only motivation
I have reduced herd size (Q53_6) 	▼ 1 Not a motivation ... 4 Only motivation
I have improved livestock genetics (Q53_7) 	        ▼ 1 Not a motivation ... 4 Only motivation
I have changed stock types (Q53_8) 		        ▼ 1 Not a motivation ... 4 Only motivation
I have improved individual animal productivity (Q53_9)
					                    ▼ 1 Not a motivation ... 4 Only motivation
I have improved livestock reproductive performance (Q53_10)
						        ▼ 1 Not a motivation ... 4 Only motivation
I have improved animal health (Q53_11) 	        ▼ 1 Not a motivation ... 4 Only motivation

Q54 This question asks about future technologies. It includes current assumptions about how the technology will work and its effectiveness, and it assumes there will be no adverse impacts on farm profitability. In your answers, please assume that all listed technologies have been reviewed and approved for use.

						Unlikely	Neutral		Likely	      Unsure
Treatment of manure from effluent ponds (Q54_1) 
(Service provider, no capital costs) 
Reduces methane from manure by 
up to 90% 					o		o		o		o
Vaccine for methane (Q54_2) 
(One annual vaccine per animal) 
Reduces enteric emissions by up to 33% 	o		o		o		o
Breeding for low methane emissions (Q54_3) 
(Selection as part of breeding indices) 
Reduces enteric emissions by up to 10% 	o		o		o		o
Methane inhibitor through a feed additive (Q54_4) 
(Added to in-shed feeding daily during milking season) 
Reduces enteric emissions by up to 33% 	o		o		o		o
Methane inhibitor through a bolus (dairy) (Q54_5)
(One bolus per animal per year) 
Reduces enteric emissions by up to 50% 	o		o		o		o
Methane inhibitor through a bolus (beef cattle) (Q54_6)
(One bolus per animal per year) 
Reduces enteric emissions by up to 25% 	o		o		o		o
Nitrous oxide inhibitors (Q54_7) 
(Sprayed on pasture) 
Reduces nitrous oxide from pasture by 
up to 33% 					o		o		o		o
Forage crops that reduce agricultural 
greenhouse gas emissions (Q54_8) 
(Oversowing / Re-seeding) 
Reduces enteric emissions by up to 25% 	o		o		o		o

Q55-Q61 If {insert mitigation technology} were approved, shown to reduce emissions, and readily available, which of the following would be most important to you when deciding whether to implement the practice? Select up to 3 answers.
Q55 = Treatment of manure from effluent ponds
Q56 = Vaccine for methane
Q57 = Breeding for low methane emissions
Q58 = Methane inhibitor through a feed additive
Q59 = Methane inhibitor through a bolus
Q60 = Nitrous oxide inhibitors
Q61= Forage crops that reduce agricultural greenhouse gas emissions
▢	Demonstration that it is easily reversible  (1) 
▢	Information about upfront investment and ongoing costs  (2) 
▢	Evidence of continued ability to sell product  (3) 
▢	Demonstration of fit with existing farm systems  (4) 
▢	Understanding what new knowledge/skills needed  (5) 
▢	Demonstrated that there are no negative animal welfare impacts  (6) 
▢	Demonstrated benefit to productivity  (7) 
▢	Demonstrated benefit to other environmental factors  (8) 
▢	Demonstrated in my local area  (9) 
▢	Access to product backup and support  (10) 
▢	Government incentives and subsidies  (11) 

Q62 Which of the following technologies are currently being used in your business, if any? Select all that apply.
▢	Precision irrigation tools (e.g. variable rate irrigation)  (1) 
▢	Precision farming tools (e.g. GPS-guided equipment, drones)  (2) 
▢	Connected environment/production sensors and devices (e.g. soil moisture and temperature, farm/orchard weather info)  (3) 
▢	New pasture and/or crop varieties (last 10 years)  (4) 
▢	Animal wearables (e.g. collars, electronic ear tags)  (5) 
▢	Robotics and automation (e.g. self-driving tractors, cup removers, automatic harvest machinery)  (6) 
▢	Production management software (e.g. FarmIQ, Hectre, Prospa)  (7) 
▢	None of the above  (8) 

Q63 Based on your current knowledge, how likely are you to adopt the following technologies over the next 10 years?	
					Unlikely	Neutral		Likely		Unsure
Precision irrigation tools (e.g. 
variable rate irrigation) (Q63_1)	o		o		o		o	
Precision management tools (e.g. GPS-
guided equipment, drones) (Q63_2)	o		o		o		o	 
Connected environment/production
sensors and devices (Q63_3)		o		o		o		o	
New pasture, crop, and/or tree varieties 
(last 10 years)	(Q63_4)		o		o		o		o	 
Animal wearables (e.g. collars, 
electronic ear tags) (Q63_5)		o		o		o		o	 
Robotics and automation (e.g. self-driving tractors, cup removers, automatic harvest
machinery) (Q63_6)			o		o		o		o	 
Production management software (e.g. FarmIQ, Hectre, Prospa, ATLAS) 
(Q63_7)				o		o		o		o	  

Q64 To what extent was increasing productivity/efficiency the motivation for adopting these technologies (whether already adopted or planned for the future)?
Precision irrigation tools (e.g. variable rate irrigation) (Q64_1)
▼ 1 Not a motivation ... 4 Only motivation
Precision farming tools (e.g. GPS-guided equipment, drones) (Q64_2)
▼ 1 Not a motivation ... 4 Only motivation 
Connected environment/production sensors and devices (Q64_3) 	
▼ 1 Not a motivation ... 4 Only motivation 
New pasture and/or crop varieties (Q64_4) 	▼ 1 Not a motivation ... 4 Only motivation
Animal wearables (e.g. collars, electronic ear tags) (Q64_5) 
						▼ 1 Not a motivation ... 4 Only motivation
Robotics and automation (e.g. self-driving tractors, cup removers, automatic harvest machinery) (Q64_6) 				▼ 1 Not a motivation ... 4 Only motivation
Production management software (e.g. FarmIQ, Hectre, Prospa) (Q64_7)
▼ 1 Not a motivation ... 4 Only motivation

Q65 Generally speaking, which of the following factors will influence your decision to adopt new technologies in the future? Select up to 3 answers.  
▢	Information about upfront investment and ongoing costs  (1) 
▢	Demonstration of fit with existing farm systems  (2) 
▢	Demonstration of benefit to productivity  (3) 
▢	Demonstrated benefit to environment  (4) 
▢	Access to product backup and support  (5) 
▢	Government incentives and subsidies  (6) 
▢	Other (please describe)  (7)  

Q66 Which of the following factors would most influence your decision to adopt precision irrigation tools (e.g. variable rate irrigation) in the future? Select up to 3 answers. 
▢	Information about upfront investment and ongoing costs  (1) 
▢	Demonstration of fit with existing farm systems  (2) 
▢	Demonstrated benefit to productivity  (3) 
▢	Demonstrated benefit to environment  (4) 
▢	Access to product backup and support  (5) 
▢	Government subsidies  (6) 
▢	Understanding how it can be used for variable crop and soil demands specific to my property  (7) 
▢	Other (please describe)  (8) 

Q67 As you may be aware, gene technologies can help improve desirable traits in plants and animals like disease resistance and drought tolerance. However, some people see a variety of risks associated with their use. Budget 2025 signalled changes to allow for greater use of gene technologies in New Zealand's primary sector from 2026.

How strongly would you support or oppose the use of gene technology in New Zealand for the following purposes?
Improving resistance to pests and diseases in pasture, crops, and trees  (1) 
▼ 1 Strongly oppose ... 5 Strongly support
Improving drought resistance of pasture, crops, and trees (2) 
▼ 1 Strongly oppose ... 5 Strongly support
Increasing the nutritional value of foods  (3)	▼ 1 Strongly oppose ... 5 Strongly support
Lowering production costs  (4) 		▼ 1 Strongly oppose ... 5 Strongly support
Controlling pests and diseases that damage NZ’s native plants, animals, and ecosystems (e.g. kauri die-back and koi carp)  (5) 	▼ 1 Strongly oppose ... 5 Strongly support
Increasing animal resistance to internal parasitism and facial eczema  (6) 
▼ 1 Strongly oppose ... 5 Strongly support
Controlling pests that affect animal welfare and performance (e.g. fly-strike and external parasites)  (7)  				▼ 1 Strongly oppose ... 5 Strongly support

Q68 How concerned or unconcerned are you about the following potential risks of using gene technology in primary production in New Zealand?
Food safety  (1) 			▼ 1 Extremely unconcerned ... 5 Extremely concerned
Long-term environmental impacts  (2) 
▼ 1 Extremely unconcerned ... 5 Extremely concerned
Animal welfare  (3) 			▼ 1 Extremely unconcerned ... 5 Extremely concerned
Reputation of NZ food and fibre products in the market  (4)
						▼ 1 Extremely unconcerned ... 5 Extremely concerned

Q69 Have you sought advice from professional farm advisors in the past?
o	Yes  (1) 
o	No  (2) 
o	Unsure  (3) 

Q70 In which areas did farm advisors provide advice to you? Select all that apply.
▢	Farm production systems, including pasture management and feed budgeting  (1) 
▢	Animal breeding and body condition  (2) 
▢	Farm environment and freshwater plans  (3) 
▢	Nutrient and fertiliser management  (4) 
▢	Greenhouse gas emissions reduction  (5) 
▢	Business management, including structure and budgets  (6) 
▢	Investment planning and decisions  (7) 
▢	Succession and transition planning  (8) 
▢	Health and safety  (9) 
▢	Labour and human resources  (10) 
▢	Insurance and risk management  (11)
▢	Other (please specify)  (11) 
▢	None of the above  (12) 

Q71 A professional accreditation system for farm advisers is currently under consideration.  Would accreditation from the industry be an important factor to consider when seeking advice from a professional?
o	Accreditation would be an important factor when selecting a farm adviser  (1) 
o	Accreditation would not make a difference for me  (2) 

Regulation
This part of the survey focuses on rural regulation.

Q72 Overall, how do you feel about the regulations facing your property?
▼ 1 I think they are generally unreasonable ... 5 I think they are generally reasonable

Q73 In your opinion, what types of regulations cause the most concern within the rural community? Select up to 3 answers.
▢	Climate change / Greenhouse gases  (1) 
▢	Environment, including freshwater  (2) 
▢	Finance & tax  (3) 
▢	Health & Safety  (4) 
▢	Biosecurity, incl. NAIT and Biosecurity New Zealand  (5) 
▢	Employment and labour  (6) 
▢	Immigration  (7) 
▢	Other (please describe)  (8) 
▢	None of the above  (9) 

Q74 At what level do you think the following aspects of environmental management should be regulated, if at all?
					Catch-
Farm	ment 	District Region	Nation None  Unsure
(1)       (2)	(3)	(4)	(5)	(6)	(7)
Greenhouse gases (Q74_1)	o	o	 o      	o       	o	o	o	
Native biodiversity (Q74_2)	o	o	 o      	o       	o	o	o	
Health of waterways (Q74_3)	o	o	 o      	o       	o	o	o	
Soil erosion (Q74_4)		o	o	 o      	o       	o	o	o	
Soil health (Q74_5)		o	o	 o      	o       	o	o	o	
Biosecurity (Q74_6)		o	o	 o      	o       	o	o	o

Profitability
The primary sector faces competing priorities, many of which are costly to put into place. This section on finance gives us an idea of the day-to-day financial constraints of your operation/lifestyle block without getting into too much detail. If you're not comfortable answering these questions, please select 'prefer not to answer'.  
 
Q75 In general, how profitable has your operation been in the past 2 years?
o	Unprofitable  (1) 
o	Break even  (2) 
o	Profitable  (3) 
o	Prefer not to answer  (4) 

Q76 How does your operation's profitability over the past 2 years compare to the longer time trend? 
o	Higher profitability over the past 2 years  (1) 
o	Same profitability over the past 2 years  (2) 
o	Lower profitability over the past 2 years  (3) 
o	Unsure  (4) 
o	Prefer not to answer  (5) 

Q77 Approximately what is the total debt level in relation to the total value of owned land, productive assets (including livestock, trees, and vines), and other capital (including buildings and machinery), excluding seasonal borrowing? 
o	0%  (1) 
o	1-10%  (2) 
o	11-20%  (3) 
o	21-30%  (4) 
o	31-40%  (5) 
o	41-50%  (6) 
o	51-60%  (7) 
o	61-70%  (8) 
o	71-80%  (9) 
o	81-90%  (10) 
o	91-100%  (11) 
o	More than 100%  (12) 
o	Unsure  (13) 
o	Prefer not to answer  (14) 

Q78 
How would you assess the overall financial situation of your operation?
o	Very good  (1) 
o	Good  (2) 
o	Neither good nor bad  (3) 
o	Bad  (4) 
o	Very bad  (5) 
o	Unsure  (6) 
o	Prefer not to answer  (7) 

Values and well-being
This part of the survey covers values as well as rural well-being.

Q79 To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
			Strongly 							Strongly 
			Disagree (1) 	Disagree (2)	Neither (3) 	Agree (4)	Agree (5)
My / our values are similar to those of other commercial operators in my industry. (1) 
			o      		o       		o		o		o
My / our values are similar to those of other lifestyle block owners. (2) 	
			o      		o       		o		o		o	
My / our management practices are similar to those of other commercial operators in my industry. (3) 
			o      		o       		o		o		o
My / our management practices are similar to those of other lifestyle block owners. (4)
			o      		o       		o		o		o 
I prefer leaving experimenting with new ideas to someone else. (5) 
			o      		o       		o		o		o
The equity partnership prefers leaving experimenting with new ideas to someone else. (6) 
			o      		o       		o		o		o
The trust prefers leaving experimenting with new ideas to someone else. (7) 	
			o      		o       		o		o		o	
I am generally one of the first in District 1 to try something new. (8) 		
			o      		o       		o		o		o
The equity partnership is generally one of the first in District 1 to try something new. (9)
			o      		o       		o		o		o 
The trust is generally one of the first in District 1 to try something new. (10) 	
			o      		o       		o		o		o

Q80a
Are you generally a person who is fully prepared to take risks or do you try to avoid taking risks? 
▼ 1: Try to avoid taking risks ... 11: Fully prepared to take risks

Q80b
Is the equity partnership fully prepared to take risks or does it try to avoid taking risks? 
▼ 1: Try to avoid taking risks ... 11: Fully prepared to take risks

Q80c
Is the trust fully prepared to take risks or does it try to avoid taking risks? 
▼ 1: Try to avoid taking risks ... 11: Fully prepared to take risks


We'd like to better understand how current pressures in the primary sector are affecting farmers, foresters, growers, and lifestyle block owners. These questions were developed in consultation with our friends at FarmStrong.

Q81  
Please indicate for each of the 5 statements which is closest to how you have been feeling over the past 2 weeks. Over the past 2 weeks...
...I have felt cheerful and in good spirits (Q84_1) 	▼ 1 At no time ... 6 All of the time
...I have felt calm and relaxed (Q84_2) 		▼ 1 At no time ... 6 All of the time
...I have felt active and vigorous (Q84_3) 		▼ 1 At no time ... 6 All of the time
...I woke up feeling fresh and rested (Q84_4) 	▼ 1 At no time ... 6 All of the time
...my daily life has been filled with things that interest me (Q84_5) 	
▼ 1 At no time ... 6 All of the time

Q82 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about your community?   
My local community is cohesive (Q85_1) 	▼ 1 Strongly disagree ... 5 Strongly agree 
My local community is flourishing (Q85_2) 	▼ 1 Strongly disagree ... 5 Strongly agree 
I am actively social and feeling connected (Q85_3) 	
						▼ 1 Strongly disagree ... 5 Strongly agree

Q83 
This is the last question of this section. It is called Cantril's Ladder, and it has been used to measure well-being of hundreds of thousands of people worldwide.  
   
Please imagine a ladder with steps numbered from 0 at the bottom to 10 at the top. The top of the ladder represents the best possible life for you and the bottom of the ladder represents the worst possible life for you. On which step of the ladder would you say you personally feel you stand at this time? 	
Present time (Q86_1) 	▼ 1 Worst possible life for me ... 11 Best possible life for me
5 years from now (Q86_2) 	▼ 1 Worst possible life for me ... 11 Best possible life for me

Demographics
You have completed the main part of the survey. The remaining few questions ask a bit about your background and any future plans you have for the property.

Q84 Is a spouse / partner involved in operating and managing your property?
o	Yes  (1) 
o	No  (2) 
o	Prefer not to answer  (3) 

Q85 What is your gender?
				Male (1)	Female (2)	Other (3)	No answer (4)
Yourself (Q88_1) 			o		o		o		o	
Your spouse / partner (Q88_2) 	o		o		o		o	

Q86 What is your birth year?
Yourself (Q89_1) 			_____	
Your spouse / partner (Q89_2) 	_____	

Q87 From the age of 18, how many years of experience do you have on farms, forests, growing operations, and/or lifestyle blocks?
Yourself (Q90_1) 			▼ 1 Less than 1 year ... 11 60+ years
Your spouse / partner (Q90_2)	▼ 1 Less than 1 year ... 11 60+ years
 
Q88 How many generations has your family been involved in farming, forestry, and growing food in Aotearoa New Zealand? For example, if you are the first in your family to undertake these activities, select ‘one generation’.

Yourself (Q91_1) 			▼ 1 One generation ... 7 More than 6 generations
Your spouse / partner (Q91_2)	▼ 1 One generation ... 7 More than 6 generations
 
Q89 What is your ethnicity? Tick all that apply.
							Yourself (1)	Your spouse / partner (2)
European (Q92_1) 					▢		▢	
Māori (Q92_2) 					▢		▢	
Pacific peoples (Q92_3) 				▢		▢	
Asian (Q92_4) 					▢		▢	
Middle Eastern/Latin American/African (Q92_5) 	▢		▢	
Other (please specify) (Q92_6) 			▢		▢	
Prefer not to answer (Q92_7) 			▢		▢	

Q90 Which of the following best describes your highest level of education completed so far?
Yourself (Q93_1) 			▼ 1 Less than secondary ... 7 PhD
Your spouse / partner (Q93_2) 	▼ 1 Less than secondary ... 7 PhD	

Q91 Is any post-secondary qualification related to farming / forestry / agriculture, business / commerce, or environmental management?
				Your qualification (1)	Spouse's / partner's qualification (2)
Farming / forestry / agriculture (Q91_1) 	▢		▢	
Business / commerce (Q91_2) 		▢		▢	
Environmental management (Q91_3) 	▢		▢	
None of the above (Q91_4) 			▢		▢	

Future planning
Q92 
Do you intend to stop managing or to downsize all or part of your business in the next 10 years?
o	Do not intend  (1) 
o	Intend within the next 2 years  (2) 
o	Intend within the next 3-5 years  (3) 
o	Intend within the next 6-10 years  (4) 
o	Unsure  (5) 

Q93 What are the primary reasons you intend to stop managing or downsize all or part of your business in the next 10 years? Select all that apply.
▢	Lifestyle decision  (1) 
▢	Retirement and/or succession  (2) 
▢	Excessive regulations  (3) 
▢	High council rates  (4) 
▢	Pay off debt  (5) 
▢	Profits from farming are too low  (6) 
▢	High land prices  (7) 
▢	Current size does not maximize profits  (8) 
▢	End of forestry harvest cycle  (9) 
▢	Too much price uncertainty  (10) 
▢	Too hard physically (11)
▢	Other (please describe)  (12) 

Q94 What do you plan to do with the land after your stop managing it or downsize? Select all that apply.
▢	Leave the land in the hands of a successor  (1) 
▢	Sell  (2) 
▢	Subdivide  (3) 
▢	Lease out the land  (4) 
▢	Unsure  (5) 

Q95 Has a successor already been identified?
o	Yes  (1) 
o	No  (2) 
o	Unsure  (3) 

End of survey
Thank you for telling us so much about your experiences! The answers that you provided will help in understanding the future of primary industry in New Zealand.    As a token of our appreciation, Manaaki Whenua - Landcare Research will donate $15 to charity  - up to $60,000 in total. 
 
Tell me more about Farmers Adverse Events Trust  
Farmers Adverse Events Trust provides relief to all farmers, farming families, and rural communities who have been subjected to suffering or loss as a consequence of adverse events.  
Tell me more about NZ Young Farmers  
NZ Young Farmers supports young people in the agricultural sector by providing opportunities for personal and professional development. It fosters leadership, networking, and skills-building to strengthen the future of farming in New Zealand.  
Tell me more about the Rural Support Trust  
The Rural Support Trust supports farmers to get through their current challenges. Rural people helping rural people.   
Tell me more Rural Women New Zealand  
For nearly 100 years, Rural Women New Zealand has been providing support, connection, and a voice to rural women, their families, and communities across Aotearoa.   
Tell me more about Young Grower of the Year  
The Young Grower of the Year is an annual competition to select the finest young grower in the country. It is an opportunity to uplift and recognise the next generation of horticulture industry leaders.     

Please select the charity you would like to support from the list below.
o	Donate $15 to Farmers Adverse Events Trust  (1) 
o	Donate $15 to NZ Young Farmers  (2) 
o	Donate $15 to the Rural Support Trust  (3) 
o	Donate $15 to Rural Women New Zealand  (4) 
o	Donate $15 to Young Grower of the Year  (5) 


Q96 You have reached the end of the survey. If you have any comments - including ideas of topics for future surveys - please enter them into the box below. Then press the SUBMIT button to submit your answers.
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
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