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Introduction
Hypericaceae in New Zealand comprises the genus Hypericum with 19 indigenous or naturalised
species. There are two widespread indigenous species (H. involutum and H. pusillum) and two
endemic species (H. minutiflorum and H. rubicundulum) with restricted distributions. H. minutiflorum
has a conservation threat status of Nationally Critical and H. rubicundulum is Naturally Uncommon.
There are 14 naturalised species, including the widespread H. androsaemum and H. perforatum.
Hypericum gramineum is known from three collections from northern New Zealand and is of uncertain
biostatus and maybe native or naturalised. This taxonomic treatment provides information on
synonymy and typification for the indigenous species, a key for identification, descriptions, and notes
on recognition, distribution, habitats and hybrids.
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Hypericaceae Jussieu
Shrubs or annual to perennial herbs. Cork pericyclic; polyderm widespread. Flowers 4–5-merous,
calyx often contorted. Stamens 5–many, often fasciculate, centrifugal; anthers often with simple
glands. Stigma not papillate, dry. Fruit a capsule, berry or drupe. Seeds 5–many, exotegmen absent;
embryo green or white, cotyledons moderate-sized. Flavones, flavonols and biflavonoids present.

Distribution:  Nine genera and c. 560 species of temperate and subtropical regions.

Biostatus:
Table 1: Number of species and named hybrids in New Zealand within Hypericaceae Jussieu
Category Number
Indigenous (Endemic) 2
Indigenous (Non-endemic) 2
Exotic: Fully Naturalised 12
Exotic: Casual 2
Origin uncertain: Present in wild 1
Total 19

Cytology:  n = 6–12. (see Robson (1990) for discussion).

Notes: A phylogenetic study of the Malpighiales has been made by Wurdack & Davis (2009). The
family Hypericaceae is shown to be monophyletic and sister to Podostemaceae, whereas the family
Clusiaceae is paraphyletic and comprises two unrelated subfamilies (Kielmeyeroideae and
Clusioideae). The subfamily Clusioideae is treated as the family Clusiaceae, and the subfamily
Kielmeyeroideae is circumscribed as the reinstated family Calophyllaceae (Wurdack & Davis 2009).
Previously, some authors had placed Hypericum in Clusiaceae sensu lato.

Hypericum L., Sp. Pl., 783 (1753)
Type taxon: Hypericum perforatum L.

Vernacular names: Aaron's beard; Saint John's wort; goldflower

Shrubs, subshrubs, perennial herbs, or annuals, often with annual stems; containing resin or oil in
schizogenous spaces or canals and sometimes black or red glands containing hypericin or
pseudohypericin. Stems terete or quadrangular, sometimes angular, often with raised lines. Leaves
simple, sessile or shortly petiolate, usually with pellucid glands, often dotted with black glands, margin
usually entire, glabrous or occasionally with simple hairs. Inflorescences terminal, sometimes lateral,
in panicles or cymes; flowers bisexual or unisexual, regular, hypogynous. Bracteoles often inserted
below calyx. Sepals usually 5, sometimes 4. Petals usually 5, sometimes 4, free, contorted in bud,
golden to lemon yellow, abaxially sometimes tinged red, often oblique. Stamens usually connate at
base in 3, 4 or 5 bundles, sometimes antipetalous; anther dehiscence longitudinal. Ovary superior,
3–5-loculed with axile placentae, or 1-loculed with parietal placentae, each placenta with 2–many
ovules; styles usually 3–5, sometimes free or partly to completely united. Fruit usually a septicidal
capsule, valves often with oil-containing vesicles; sometimes baccate. Seeds oblong or cylindric, often
carinate or narrowly unilaterally winged.

1 Black glands absent from stems, leaves, sepals and petals, or rarely present
on leaves but then only in small groups; styles 3 or 5 ............................................................ 2
Black glands present on stems, leaves, sepals or petals; styles 3 ................... .............. 13

2 Flowers and capsules with 5 styles ........................................................................................ 3
Flowers and capsules with 3 styles ........................................................................................ 5

3 Low shrub, rhizomatous, rhizomes strong and well-developed; stems
quadrangular, 4-lined; leaves sessile, reticulate tertiary veins visible; corolla
60–90 mm diam.; seed not winged .................................... ....................................   calycinum
Upright to spreading shrub, not rhizomatous; stems and branches terete or
flattened with 2 ± raised edges; leaves with petiole 0.5–3.0 mm long,
reticulate tertiary veins not visible; corolla 40–70 mm diam.; seed narrowly winged ...... ......  4
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4 Sepal apex obtuse or rounded; stamens ⅓–½ length of petals .................. ..................   henryi
Sepal apex acute or acuminate; stamens ⅔–¾ length of petals ....
..........................................................................................................................   kouytchense

5 Shrubs or subshrubs; stems terete and 2-lined, flattened or compressed .............. ..............  6
Subshrubs or herbs, often woody at base; stems quadrangular .......................................  8

6 Stems flattened or compressed; leaves lanceolate or oblong-lanceolate,
5–16 mm wide, apex acute and with 0.3–0.5 mm long mucro; petals
persistent after anthesis; fruit a dry and dehiscent capsule ................. .................   canariense
Stems terete and 2-lined; leaves ovate, ovate-elliptic, ovate-oblong, narrowly
ovate, 9–40 mm wide, apex subacute, obtuse or rounded, sometimes with a
< 0.1 mm mucro; petals caducous after anthesis; fruit ± succulent,
indehiscent or dehiscent .................................................... ....................................................  7

7 Leaves without reticulate tertiary veins; petals 8–10 mm long, equal or
slightly longer than sepals; stamens 6.5–11.0 mm long; styles 2.5–4.0 mm
long; fruit indehiscent, red, becoming black .......................... ..........................   androsaemum
Leaves with reticulate tertiary veins; petals 20–22 mm long, much longer
than sepals; stamens 10.0–23.0 mm long; styles 12.0–12.5 mm long; fruit ±
dehiscent, remaining red ........................................................................................  ×inodorum

8 Stems prostrate to decumbent, plant < 50 mm high, unless stems trailing
through other vegetation; leaves 1.0–10.0 mm long ............................... ...............................  9
Stems erect, plants usually > 100 mm high; leaves 2.5–33.0 mm long ................................ 11

9 Stems not rhizomatous; leaf margins strongly sinuate, light green to yellow-
green ..........................................................................................................................  pusillum
Stems often rhizomatous; leaves usually planar or occasionally slightly
sinuate, grey-green to olive-green, often entirely ruddy, usually ruddy on
margin and distally ....................................................... .......................................................  10

10 Leaves 1.5–4.5 mm long, 0.3–1.2 mm wide; flowers up to 6 mm diam.;
sepals 1.7–2.8 mm long, 0.6–1.0 mm wide; petals 2.0–3.3 mm long, 0.9–1.2
mm wide; capsule 2.3–2.9 mm long; seed longitudinal ribs absent or weak ....
..........................................................................................................................   minutiflorum
Leaves 1.0–10.0 mm long, 0.5–5.5 mm wide; flowers up to 11.0 mm diam.;
sepals 2.5–5.0 mm long, 1.0–2.3 mm wide; petals 2.8–5.8 mm long, 2.0–3.5
mm wide; capsule 2.8–3.5 mm long; seed longitudinal ribs usually distinct ....
..........................................................................................................................   rubicundulum

11 Stems usually solitary, from decumbent and rooting base, usually branched
only in upper half; leaves up to 33 mm long, up to 13.0 mm wide; capsule
oblong-ellipsoid, wall thin and seed outline visible .......................... ..........................   mutilum
Stems usually several, from woody stock at base of plant, branched at base
or along stem; leaves up to 20 mm long, up to 6.8 mm wide; capsule ovoid,
wall coriaceous and seed outline not visible .................................... ....................................  12

12 Stems unbranched or branching from base; inflorescences terminal dichasial
cymes; stamens 30–43; capsule 5.0–9.5 mm long, conspicuously protruding
beyond the sepals ....................................................................................................  involutum
Stems branching along their length; inflorescences terminal and lateral
mostly monochasial cymes; stamens 9–15; capsule 4.8–6.0 mm long, barely
protruding beyond the sepals ................................................................................  gramineum

13 Stems quadrangular and 4-lined ..................................... .....................................   tetrapterum
Stems terete and 2-lined or terete and without lines ............................................................ 14

14 Stems terete and lacking lines .............................................. ..............................................  15
Stems terete and 2-lined ................................................... ...................................................  16
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15 Leaves 20–60 mm long, with very short hairs below, with intramarginal black
glands; sepals lanceolate-oblong, apex acute, margin with prominent black-
glandular teeth; anther gland black .................................... ....................................   montanum
Leaves 4–25 mm long, glabrous below, without black glands; sepals
obovate, broadly elliptic or suborbicular, apex obtuse or rounded, margin
with small black glands; anther gland orange ............................. .............................   pulchrum

16 Stems lines with black glands; sepals narrowly lanceolate; capsule with
vesicular glands .................................................. ..................................................   perforatum
Stem lines without black glands; sepals broadly elliptic, broadly elliptic-ovate,
elliptic-ovate, ovate, elliptic, elliptic-oblong, capsule without vescicular glands ......... .........  17

17 Sepals usually without black glands; petals > 12 mm long; anther gland
black ........................................................... ...........................................................   olympicum
Sepals with conspicuous black glands; petals < 10 mm long; anther gland
orange or orange-brown ................................................... ...................................................  18

18 Stems decumbent to prostrate; leaves broadly ovate, elliptic-lanceolate,
lanceolate, ovate-elliptic or elliptic-oblong; sepals unequal, apex subacute or
obtuse, margin entire or with a few sessile intramarginal and/or marginal
black glands; capsule slightly exceeding sepals ....................................................  humifusum
Main stems erect or upright, sometimes with decumbent lateral stems;
leaves linear-lanceolate, linear-ovate, or narrowly oblong-lanceolate; sepals
usually equal, apex acute, margin fringed with stalked black glands; capsule
about 2 times length of sepals ....................................... .......................................   linariifolium

Distribution:  About 460 species; almost cosmopolitan except for polar and desert areas and most of
lowland tropics. Three species indigenous and two species endemic to New Zealand, and 14
naturalised species.

Biostatus: Indigenous (Non-endemic).

Table 2: Number of species and named hybrids in New Zealand within Hypericum L.
Category Number
Indigenous (Endemic) 2
Indigenous (Non-endemic) 2
Exotic: Fully Naturalised 12
Exotic: Casual 2
Origin uncertain: Present in wild 1
Total 19

Notes: Treatment of the native species follows Heenan (2008, 2011). In addition to the species treated
here, other species and cultivars are grown in New Zealand as shrubs or rock garden plants. The
petals of Hypericum spp. are liable to shrink when dried unless precautions are taken.

Hypericum androsaemum L., Sp. Pl., 784 (1753)
Lectotype: Herb. Clifford: 380, Hypericum 4, BM-000646805 (Robson 1985).

Vernacular name: tutsan

Shrub, not rhizomatous, up to 1.5 m high. Stems spreading, terete, 2-lined, black glands absent or
rarely present and sparse. Leaves 35.0–100.0 mm long, 20.0–67.0 mm wide, ovate, broadly ovate,
ovate-oblong or elliptic-ovate, glabrous, reticulate tertiary veins absent; pellucid glands inconspicuous;
black glands usually absent or present but sparse; apex acute, subacute, obtuse or rounded, mucro
less than 0.1 mm long; margin entire; base cordate or truncate; sessile. Inflorescence terminal, in
cymes, flowers 2–9, corolla 15.0–25.0 mm diam. Pedicels 10.0–30.0 mm long. Bracteoles 0.4–0.7 mm
long, 0.3–0.4 mm wide, triangular or triangular-ovate, apex obtuse. Sepals 5, 7.0–12.0 mm long,
3.5–7.5 mm wide, unequal, accrescent, reflexed when mature, ovate, broadly ovate, elliptic-ovate or
elliptic-oblong; pellucid glands present; black glands absent or present but sparse; apex subacute,
obtuse or rounded; margin entire. Petals 8.0–10.0 mm long, 5.0–5.5 mm wide, more or less equals
sepals, ovate, elliptic, ovate-elliptic or obovate, pale yellow, black glands absent, caducous after
anthesis. Stamens in 5 bundles, 77–110, 6.5–11.0 mm long, equal or greater than petals; anthers
0.5–0.8 mm long, anther gland orange-brown. Ovary c. 4.5 mm long, 3.5–4.0 mm wide, broad ovoid.
Styles 3, 2.5–4.0 mm long, shorter than ovary. Fruit baccate, 8.5–12.0 mm long, 8.0–12.0 mm wide,
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globose, red, becoming black, indehiscent. Seeds 0.9–1.2 mm long, 0.4–0.5 mm wide, oblong, terete
but asymmetric with protruding gland, red-brown to brown, apices obtuse or rounded.

Fig. 1 Hypericum androsaemum
distribution map based on databased
records at AK, CHR and WELT.

Distribution:  North Island: Northland, Auckland, Taranaki, Volcanic
Plateau, Southern North Island.
South Island: Western Nelson, Sounds Nelson, Westland,
Canterbury, Otago, Southland, Fiordland.
Chatham Islands, Stewart Island, Campbell Island.

Biostatus: Exotic; fully naturalised.

Habitat: A common weed in higher rainfall areas where it occurs in
open forest, forest margins, scrub and other secondary growth,
waste places and garden surrounds.

First record:  Kirk (1870, p. 136). Voucher: WELT SPO87622, 1868.

Recognition: A shrub or subshrub with terete and 2-lined stems, the
leaves often with reddish blotches, small (8.0–10.0 mm long) petals
that are equal to or slightly longer than the sepals, 3 styles (2.5–4.0
mm long) that are half the length of the ovary, and the fruit being
indehiscent, fleshy and black. The leaves usually lack black glands,
but very rarely some plants have small groups of black glands
scattered over the abaxial surface. This species and H. ×inodorum
are the only naturalised species with fleshy fruit. H. ×inodorum is
distinguished by petals 1.5–2.0 times length of sepals, styles much
longer (12.0–12.5 mm long) than the ovary, fruit bright red, and
outer sepals broadly ovate.

Phenology: Flowering: Nov.–Feb.

Fig. 2: Hypericum androsaemum flowering plant
with developing fruit.

Fig. 3: Hypericum androsaemum with broadly
ovate leaves.
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Fig. 4: Hypericum androsaemum immature red
fruit; these turn black when mature.

Fig. 5: Hypericum androsaemum developing fruit
with 3 styles.

Fig. 6: Hypericum androsaemum seeds. Fig. 7: Hypericum androsaemum terete, 2-lined
stem.

Fig. 8: Hypericum androsaemum leaf with a
small patch of black glands. The leaves usually
lack black glands but they do occur rarely.
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Hypericum calycinum L., Mant. Pl., 106 (1767)
Vernacular names: Aaron's beard; Rose of Sharon

Shrub, strongly rhizomatous, up to 0.8 m high. Stems upright, quadrangular, 4-lined, black glands
absent. Leaves 30.0–100.0 mm long, 11.0–25.0 mm wide, narrowly ovate, elliptic, ovate-elliptic or
ovate-oblong, glabrous, reticulate tertiary veins visible; pellucid glands absent; black glands usually
absent or rarely present but in small and scattered groups; apex subacute or obtuse; margin entire;
base cuneate, obtuse or rounded; sessile. Inflorescence terminal, cyme, flowers 1–3, corolla
60.0–90.0 mm diam. Pedicels 11.0–16.0 mm long. Bracteoles 7.5–12.5 mm long, 3.6–5.5 mm wide,
elliptic or broadly elliptic, apex subacute, obtuse or rounded. Sepals 5, 11.0–21.0 mm long, 9.0–13.0
mm wide, unequal, orbicular or broadly elliptic-oblong; pellucid glands present; black glands absent;
apex rounded; margin entire. Petals 30.0–35.0 mm long, 17.0–21.0 mm wide, greater than sepals,
obovate, bright yellow, black glands absent, caducous after anthesis. Stamens in 5 bundles, 300–400,
17.0–30.0 mm long, nearly equals petal length; anthers 0.8–1.0 mm long, anther gland orange. Ovary
8.0–8.5 mm long, 6.0–7.0 mm wide, ovoid. Styles 5, 14–16.5 mm long, c. 2 times length ovary. Fruit a
capsule, 10.0–20.0 mm long, 7.0–14.0 mm wide, ovoid, brown. Seeds 1.5–2.0 mm long, c. 0.8 mm
wide, oblong, terete, brown.

Fig. 9 Hypericum calycinum distribution
map based on databased records at
AK, CHR and WELT.

Distribution:  North Island: Auckland, Volcanic Plateau, Southern
North Island.
South Island: Western Nelson, Westland, Canterbury, Otago,
Southland, Fiordland.
Stewart Island.

Biostatus: Exotic; fully naturalised.

Habitat: Often occurs as a cultivation escape or garden relict, but
also known from wasteland, roadside banks, open hillsides, and a
gravel beach. It is remarkably tolerant of dry and/or shaded sites.

First record:  Allan (1940, p. 287) Voucher: CHR 1195, 1928. Note:
Smith (1904, p. 217) listed H. calycinum as naturalised near
Ashburton, and this was the basis of the first published record
accepted by Sykes (1982) and Webb et al. (1988). This published
record is not substantiated by a voucher and is therefore rejected.

Recognition: Distinguished by its strongly rhizomatous and low-
growing subshrub habit, quadrangular and 4-lined stems, leaves
with reticulate tertiary veins visible, large (up to 90 mm diam.) and
usually solitary terminal flowers, sepals orbicular, broadly elliptic or
broadly elliptic-oblong, 5 styles, stamens almost as long to longer
than petals, and the anthers orange-red and with a prominent yellow
gland. The leaves usually lack black glands, but very rarely some plants have small groups of black
glands scattered over the abaxial surface.

Phenology: Flowering: Dec.–Feb.
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Fig. 10: Hypericum calycinum flower with long
stamens and orange anthers.

Fig. 11: Hypericum calycinum flower bud with
prominent sepals 9.0–13.0 mm long.

Fig. 12: Hypericum calycinum stems with
developing flower buds.

Fig. 13: Hypericum calycinum with 5 styles.

Fig. 14: Hypericum calycinum anther with an
anther gland.

Fig. 15: Hypericum calycinum seeds.
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Fig. 16: Hypericum calycinum with a
quadrangular, 4-lined stem.

Fig. 17: Hypericum calycinum leaf with a small
patch of black glands. The leaves usually lack
black glands but they do occur rarely.

Fig. 18: Portion of the abaxial surface of a
Hypericum calycinum leaf with distinctive
reticulate tertiary veins.

Hypericum canariense L., Sp. Pl., 784 (1753)
Shrub, 1–4 m high. Stems flattened, compressed, 2-lined, black glands absent. Leaves 35.0–70 mm
long, 5.0–16.0 mm wide, lanceolate or oblong-lanceolate, glabrous, reticulate tertiary veins absent;
pellucid glands present; black glands absent; apex acute, mucro 0.3–0.5 mm long; margin entire; base
attenuate; sessile. Inflorescence terminal, in cymes, flowers 3–21, corolla 17.0–20.0 mm diam.
Pedicels 3.5–5.0 mm long. Bracteoles absent. Sepals 5, 3.0–4.0 mm long, 1.7–2.4 mm wide, ovate or
ovate-elliptic; pellucid glands absent; black glands absent; apex subacute or obtuse. Petals greater
than sepals, yellow, black glands absent, persistent after anthesis. Stamens in 3 bundles, 34–57,
7.0–12.0 mm long, shorter than petals; anthers 0.6–0.9 mm long, anther gland pale yellow. Ovary
3.0–3.2 mm long, ovoid. Styles 3, 11.0–12.0 mm long, longer than ovary. Seeds 1.0–1.5 mm long,
0.3–0.5 mm wide, oblong to oblong-trapezoid, terete, apices truncate.
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Fig. 19 Hypericum canariense
distribution map based on databased
records at AK, CHR and WELT.

Distribution:  North Island: Gisborne (Mahia Peninsula).

Biostatus: Exotic; casual.

Habitat: Scattered plants growing along a roadside.

First record:  Heenan et al. (2004, p. 807). Voucher: AK 253003,
2000.

Recognition: Distinguished by its lack of black glands, stems that
are flattened or compressed, leaves lanceolate or oblong-lanceolate
and 5.0–16.0 mm wide, with an acute apex and a distinctive 0.3–0.5
mm long mucro, 3 styles, petals that are persistent after anthesis,
and seeds that are oblong or oblong-trapezoid and with truncate
apices.

Fig. 20: Hypericum canariense specimen
showing lanceolate or oblong-lanceolate leaves.

Fig. 21: Hypericum canariense capsule with
remnant petals and stamens.

Fig. 22: Hypericum canariense seeds. Fig. 23: Hypericum canariense stems that are
compressed or flattened and 2-lined.
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Fig. 24: Hypericum canariense leaf tip with a
distinctive mucro.

Hypericum gramineum G.Forst., Fl. Ins. Austr., 53 (1786)
Lectotype (Robson 1973): New Caledonia, J.R. & G. Forster 170, 1774, BM!; Isosyntypes
(Robson 1973, 1990): BM, K, P

= Brathys forsteri Spach, Annales des Sciences Naturelles; Botanique sér. 2 Ser 2, 5: 367 (1836)
Lectotype (Robson 1973): New Caledonia, J.R. & G. Forster 170, 1774, BM!; Isosyntypes
(Robson 1973, 1990): BM, K, P

Etymology: Refers to the grass-like stems

Vernacular name: rolled-leaf hypericum

Herbaceous annual or perennial, not rhizomatous, up to 0.3 m high. Stems upright, up to 3.0 mm
diam., quadrangular, 4-lined, black glands absent, branched along their length. Leaves 3.0–12.0 mm
long, 1.0–4.0 mm wide, lanceolate, oblong-lanceolate, broadly elliptic or narrowly deltoid, glabrous,
reticulate tertiary veins absent; pellucid glands numerous; black glands absent; apex obtuse or acute;
margin usually slightly sinuate; base subcordate or truncate; sessile. Inflorescence lateral and
terminal, monochasial, paired monochasial cymes or dichasial cymes, flowers 1–12 per cyme, corolla
4.0–10.0 mm diam. Pedicels 5.0–27.0 mm long. Bracteoles absent. Sepals 5, 3.0–5.0 mm long,
0.8–1.5 mm wide, unequal, linear-lanceolate or elliptic; pellucid glands inconspicuous and sparse;
black glands absent; apex acute or subacute; margin entire. Petals 3.5–5.0 mm long, 0.8–1.6 mm
wide, more or less equal or longer than sepals, oblong to oblong-obovate, yellow, black glands absent,
persistent after anthesis. Stamens not in bundles, 9–15, 2.5–3.0 mm long, ½–⅔ length petals; anthers
0.2–0.3 mm long, anther gland absent. Ovary 2.8–3.0 mm long, 1.2–1.3 mm wide, ovoid. Styles 3,
0.5–0.8 mm long, more or less equals ovary. Fruit capsule, 4.8–6.0 mm long, 2.0–2.2 mm wide, ovoid,
light brown, barely protruding beyond sepals, coriaceous. Seeds 0.4–0.5 mm long, c. 0.2 mm wide,
oblong, terete, longitudinal ribs, apices obtuse or rounded.
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Fig. 25 Hypericum gramineum
distribution map based on databased
records at AK, CHR and WELT.

Distribution:  North Island: Northland, Auckland.
Also Australia, New Guinea, and New Caledonia.

Biostatus: Origin uncertain; present in wild.

Also indigenous to Australia, New Caledonia, Papua New Guinea,
Vietnam, Taiwan, China, India, Bhutan, and Hawaii (Robson 1990).

Habitat: Not known with certainty, but likely to be disturbed, open
areas.

Recognition:  H. gramineum has erect, quadrangular and 4-lined
stems that branch along their length, inflorescences terminal and
lateral and mostly monochasial cymes, black glands absent from the
vegetative and floral parts, 3 styles, 9–15 stamens, and a small
(4.8–6.0 mm long) capsule that barely protrudes beyond the sepals.

Phenology: Flowering: Oct.–Mar.

Fig. 26: Hypericum gramineum (CHR 51001)
plant with the main stems branching along their
length.

Fig. 27: Hypericum gramineum dehiscent capsule.
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Fig. 28: Hypericum gramineum seeds with
longitudinal ridges.

Fig. 29: Hypericum gramineum type specimen
(New Caledonia, J. R. and G. Forster, 170, The
Natural History Museum).

Fig. 30: Hypericum gramineum quadrangular
and 4-lined stem.

Hypericum henryi H.Lév. & Vaniot in Léveillé, Bull. Soc. Bot. France
54: 591 (1907)

Vernacular name: Hooker's hypericum

Biostatus: Exotic; fully naturalised.

First record:  Healy (1958, p. 538), as Hypericum hookerianum. Voucher: CHR 70196, 1947.

Phenology: Flowering: Jan.–Mar.

Notes:   H. henryi subsp. henryi has also been recorded erroneously in New Zealand as H.
hookerianum.
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Hypericum henryi H.Lév. & Vaniot in Léveillé, Bull. Soc. Bot. France
54: 591 (1907) subsp. henryi

Shrub, up to 3.5 m high. Stems upright to spreading, terete, without lines, black glands absent. Leaves
20.0–100.0 mm long, 7.0–30.0 mm wide, ovate, ovate-elliptic or ovate-oblong, glabrous, reticulate
tertiary veins absent; pellucid glands present; black glands absent; apex subacute or obtuse,
mucronulate; base broadly cuneate, obtuse or rounded; margin entire; petiole 0.5–3.0 mm long.
Inflorescence terminal, in panicles, flowers 3–14, corolla 40–70 mm diam., saucer shaped. Pedicels
5.0–32.0 mm long. Bracteoles 7.0–10.5 mm long, 2.5–5.0 mm wide, lanceolate, broadly lanceolate,
elliptic or elliptic-lanceolate, apex acute or subacute. Sepals 5, 5.5–10.0 mm long, 4.0–6.5 mm wide,
unequal, moderately accrescent, suborbicular, ovate or broadly ovate; pellucid glands present; black
glands absent; apex obtuse or rounded; margin finely and irregularly toothed in upper ½. Petals
26.0–32.0 mm long, 18.0–22.0 mm wide, longer than sepals, broadly obovate or suborbicular, golden,
black glands absent, caducous after anthesis. Stamens in 5 bundles, 250–350, 7.0–12.0 mm long, ⅓-
½ length petals; anthers 0.8–1.5 mm long, anther gland absent. Ovary 6.5–7.0 mm long, 4.0–5.0 mm
wide, ovoid. Styles 5, 5.0–6.0 mm long, ¾ to similar length to ovary. Fruit a capsule, 11.0–20.0 mm
long, 9.0–11.0 mm wide, ovoid to broadly ovoid, brown. Seeds 1.0–1.6 mm long, 0.4–0.5 mm wide,
oblong, terete, dark brown, narrowly winged, longitudinally ridged, apices acute to obtuse.

Fig. 31 Hypericum henryi subsp. henryi
distribution map based on databased
records at AK, CHR and WELT.

Distribution:  North Island: Auckland, Volcanic Plateau, Southern
North Island. South Island: Western Nelson, Westland, Canterbury.
Stewart Island: Rakiura.

Biostatus: Exotic; fully naturalised.

Habitat: Occurs in disturbed habitats such as roadside banks and
verges among grasses and in second growth on hillsides.

Recognition: Distinguished by its taller habit, the stems terete and
without lines, leaves with short but distinct petioles, the sepals being
obtuse to rounded at the apex and with the margin being irregularly
and finely toothed in the upper half, anthers without a conspicuous
gland, 5 styles, the stamens less than half the length of the petals,
and the seeds narrowly winged.

Fig. 32: Hypericum henryi subsp. henryi flower
showing the characteristic short stamens.

Fig. 33: Hypericum henryi subsp. henryi flowering
stem.
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Fig. 34: Hypericum henryi subsp. henryi flower
buds showing sepals with subacute to obtuse
apices.

Fig. 35: Hypericum henryi subsp. henryi sepals
showing the characteristic obtuse apices.

Fig. 36: Hypericum henryi subsp. henryi sepal
showing the characteristic obtuse apex.

Fig. 37: Hypericum henryi subsp. henryi anthers
without an anther gland.

Fig. 38: Hypericum henryi subsp. henryi seeds
with a narrow wing.

Fig. 39: Hypericum henryi subsp. henryi leaves
have a short but distinctive petiole.
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Fig. 40: Hypericum henryi subsp. henryi leaves. Fig. 41: Hypericum henryi subsp. henryi terete
stem that is without lines.

Hypericum humifusum L., Sp. Pl., 785 (1753)
Vernacular name: Trailing Saint John's wort

Subshrub, woody stock, not rhizomatous, up to 0.37 m high. Stems decumbent to prostrate, 0.5–1.0
mm diam., terete, 2-lined, black glands absent. Leaves 1.5–14.0 mm long, 0.5–7.7 mm wide, broadly
ovate, elliptic-lanceolate, lanceolate, ovate-elliptic or elliptic-oblong, glabrous, reticulate tertiary veins
absent; pellucid glands inconspicuous; black glands intramarginal; apex obtuse or rounded,
mucronulate; margin entire; base cuneate, obtuse or rounded; petiole 0.1–0.6 mm long. Inflorescence
terminal, in cymes, flowers 1–27, corolla 5–13 mm diam. Pedicels 1.5–9.5 mm long. Bracteoles
absent. Sepals 5, 2.0–5.5 mm long, 0.8–3.4 mm wide, unequal, elliptic, broadly elliptic, broadly elliptic-
ovate, elliptic-oblong, ovate, narrowly ovate or oblong-lanceolate; pellucid glands absent, or present
and then usually linear, sometimes obscure; black glands present at margin or scattered over surface,
margin glands occasionally stalked; apex subacute or obtuse; margin entire or irregularly toothed in
upper part. Petals 5.0–7.5 mm long, longer than sepals, lanceolate, oblanceolate or obovate, golden,
black glands at margin or scattered over surface, persistent after anthesis. Stamens in 3 bundles,
11–17, 2.2–6.0 mm long, shorter than petals; anthers 0.3–0.4 mm long, anther gland orange. Ovary
1.8–2.6 mm long, 0.9–1.4 mm wide, narrowly ovoid. Styles 3, 1.6–2.5 mm long, similar length to ovary.
Fruit capsule, 3.7–5.2 mm long, 2.1–3.5 mm wide, ovoid or narrowly ovoid, light brown, slightly
exceeding petals. Seeds 0.4–0.7 mm long, 0.3–0.4 mm wide, oblong, terete, dark brown to black,
apices obtuse or rounded.
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Fig. 42 Hypericum humifusum
distribution map based on databased
records at AK, CHR and WELT.

Distribution:  North Island: Northland, Auckland, Volcanic Plateau,
Southern North Island.
South Island: Western Nelson, Sounds Nelson, Westland,
Canterbury, Otago, Southland.

Biostatus: Exotic; fully naturalised.

Habitat: Occurs in a wide variety of mostly disturbed, sparsely
vegetated, or open habitats. These include depleted pasture and
tussock grasslands, lawns, on hillslopes, dry and stony roadsides,
tracks and driveways, roadside banks, wasteland, and sandy, wet or
clay soils.

First record:  Hooker (1867, p. 758). Voucher: not seen.

Recognition:  H. humifusum is distinguished by a decumbent to
prostrate growth habit, terete and 2-lined stems, small (up to 14.0
mm long) leaves, conspicuous black glands on the leaves, sepals
and petals, and unequal sepals. Sometimes confused with H.
pusillum, but that species has quadrangular 4-lined stems and does
not have any black glands.

Phenology: Flowering: Dec.–Feb.

Notes: New Zealand plants of H. humifusum vary considerably. The
leaves range in shape from broadly ovate, elliptic-lanceolate, lanceolate, ovate-elliptic to elliptic-
oblong. The sepals also vary in the position and number of black glands, with these being on the
lamina, intramarginal, and/or on the apices of marginal teeth.

Fig. 43: Hypericum humifusum flowers with
9–12 stamens. Note the petals are usually
yellow but have faded to white on this herbarium
specimen.

Fig. 44: Hypericum humifusum petals with
marginal black glands and sepals with scattered
black glands.
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Fig. 45: Hypericum humifusum petals with
marginal black glands and sepals with scattered
black glands.

Fig. 46: Hypericum humifusum inflorescence.

Fig. 47: Hypericum humifusum sepals with
scattered black glands.

Fig. 48: Hypericum humifusum seeds.

Fig. 49: Hypericum humifusum leaf shape
varies. This specimen has broadly ovate leaves.

Fig. 50: Hypericum humifusum leaf shape varies.
This specimen has ovate-elliptic leaves.
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Fig. 51: Hypericum humifusum leaf shape
varies. This specimen has elliptic-oblong leaves.

Hypericum involutum (Labill.) Choisy, Prodr. monogr. Hyperic., 50
(1821)

≡ Ascyrum involutum Labill., Nov. Holl. Pl. 2, 32 (1806)
≡ Hypericum pauciflorum subsp. involutum (Labill.) C.Rodr.-Jim., Mem. Soc. Ci. Nat. La Salle 33: 105-

106 (1973)
LECTOTYPE (fide Jimenez 1973; Fig.1C): Ascyrum involutum, Herb.Webbianum,
No.022722, ex Herb.Labillardiere, FI.

= Brathys billardierei Spach, Ann. Sci. Nat., Bot. sér. 2 5: 367 (1836)

Herbaceous perennial, woody stock, not rhizomatous, up to 0.25 m high. Stems erect, up to 1.3 mm
diam., quadrangular, 4-lined, black glands absent, unbranched or branched only from base. Leaves
2.5–20.0 mm long, 0.7–6.8 mm wide, lanceolate, ovate, ovate-elliptic, elliptic oblong or broadly elliptic,
glabrous, reticulate tertiary veins absent; pellucid glands conspicuous; black glands absent; apex
subacute or obtuse; margin entire and sometimes recurved; base subcordate or ± amplexicaul;
sessile. Inflorescence terminal, in lax dichasial cymes, flowers 1–10 per cyme, corolla up to 17.0 mm.
Pedicels 4.0–40.0 mm long. Bracteoles absent. Sepals 5, 3.0–7.0 mm long, 1.0–2.5 mm wide,
unequal, lanceolate, elliptic, elliptic-oblong or broadly elliptic; pellucid glands abundant, usually linear;
black glands absent; apex acute or subacute; margin entire. Petals up to 8.0 mm long and up to 4.5
mm wide, longer than sepals, golden yellow, black glands absent, persistent after anthesis. Stamens
not in bundles, 30–43, 3.3–4.5 mm long, shorter than petals; anthers 0.25–0.3 mm long, anther gland
absent. Ovary 3.0–3.5 mm long, 1.5–2.5 mm wide, ovoid. Styles 3, 1.0–1.8 mm long, shorter than
ovary. Fruit capsule, 5.0–9.5 mm long, 3.2–4.5 mm wide, ovoid, light brown, conspicuously protruding
beyond sepals, coriaceous. Seeds 0.6–0.85 mm long, 0.25–0.4 mm wide, oblong, terete, yellow to
yellow-brown, longitudinally ribbed, apices obtuse or rounded.
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Fig. 52 Hypericum involutum
distribution map based on databased
records at AK, CHR and WELT.

Distribution:  North Island: Northland, Auckland, Southern North
Island.
South Island: Western Nelson, Sounds Nelson, Marlborough,
Canterbury, Otago, Southland.
Also Australia.

Biostatus: Indigenous (Non-endemic).

Also indigenous to Australia.

Habitat: Occurs in lowland to montane, dry and open habitats such
as on and around rock outcrops, under open manuka and kanuka
stands, and in sparsely vegetated tussock-grassland.

Recognition:  H. involutum is distinguished by an absence of black
glands, erect, quadrangular and 4-lined stems that branch from a
woody base, 3 styles, and the infloresecence is terminal with solitary
flowers or with few-flowered dichasial cymes.

Phenology: Flowering: Oct.–Mar.

Cytology:  n=8, 2n = 16 (Hair & Beuzenberg 1959, as H.
gramineum; de Lange et al. 2004, as H. gramineum).

Hybridisation: A putative hybrid between H. involutum and H.
pusillum has been collected from Takahue, Northland (CHR 295786).

Notes: Australian plants of H. involutum differ from New Zealand plants in having a slightly smaller
capsule (5.0–6.5 mm long compared with 5.0–9.5 mm long) and fewer stamens (9–27 compared with
30–43). Further study of additional Australian and New Zealand specimens is required to determine
the significance of this variation.

Fig. 53: Hypericum involutum flower. Fig. 54: Hypericum involutum with erect stems
branching from a woody stock at the base of the
plant.
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Fig. 55: Hypericum involutum inflorescence. Fig. 56: Hypericum involutum flower bud.

Fig. 57: Hypericum involutum sepals. Fig. 58: Hypericum involutum indehiscent capsule.

Fig. 59: Hypericum involutum dehiscent
capsule.

Fig. 60: Hypericum involutum seeds with
longitudinal ribs.
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Fig. 61: Hypericum involutum quadrangular and
4-lined stem.

Fig. 62: Hypericum involutum type specimen
(Herb. Webbianum, No. 022722, ex Herb.
Labillardière, Museo di Storia Naturale).

Hypericum kouytchense H.Lév., Bull. Soc. Agric. Sarthe 59: 322
(1904)

≡ Norysca kouytchensis (H.Lév.) Y.Kimura in Nakai et al., Nov. Fl. Jap. 10, 98 (1951) — as koutchense

Shrub, up to 1 m high. Stems spreading, terete to slightly compressed, 2-lined, black glands absent.
Leaves 15.0–60.0 mm long, 6.0–24.0 mm wide, ovate, narrowly ovate, elliptic or ovate-elliptic,
glabrous, reticulate tertiary veins absent; pellucid glands present; black glands absent; apex acute or
subacute, often mucronulate; margin entire; base cuneate, broadly cuneate or obtuse; petiole 1.0–2.5
mm long. Inflorescence terminal, in panicles, flowers 1–12, corolla 50–80 mm diam., more or less
patent. Pedicels 6.0–25.0 mm long. Bracteoles 6.0–14.5 mm long, 1.3–5.3 mm wide, lanceolate,
linear-lanceolate or elliptic, apex acuminate. Sepals 5, 8.0–14.0 mm long, 4.3–6.0 mm wide,
accrescent, elliptic, ovate or narrowly ovate; pellucid glands present; black glands absent; apex acute
or acuminate; margin entire, sometimes with few cilia near apex. Petals 30.0–42.0 mm long, longer
than sepals, broadly obovate or obovate, yellow, black glands absent, caducous after anthesis.
Stamens in 5 bundles, 150–320, 15.0–26.0 mm long, ⅔–¾ length petals; anthers 0.7–1.0 mm long,
anther gland orange brown. Ovary 8.5–10.5 mm long, 5.0–6.5 mm wide, ovoid. Styles 5, 8.5–11.0 mm
long, equals ovary length. Fruit a capsule, 15.0–25.0 mm long, 11.0–15.0 mm wide, ovoid, red. Seeds
1.8–2.0 mm long, c. 0.4 mm wide, oblong, terete, brown, narrowly winged, apices acute to obtuse.
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Fig. 63 Hypericum kouytchense
distribution map based on databased
records at AK, CHR and WELT.

Distribution:  North Island: Northland, Volcanic Plateau, Taranaki.
South Island: Western Nelson, Sounds Nelson, Westland.
Stewart Island.

Biostatus: Exotic; fully naturalised.

Habitat: Occurs on grassy roadside banks, bare ground, and in
scrub.

First record:  Webb et al. (1988, p. 543). Voucher: CHR 400639,
1983.

Recognition: Distinguished by its terete to slightly compressed 2-
lined stems, leaves with short but distinct petioles, acute to
acuminate sepals, 5 styles, stamens ⅔ to ¾ the length of the petals,
and narrowly winged seeds.

Phenology: Flowering: Jan.–Mar.

Fig. 64: Hypericum kouytchense sepals showing
the characteristic acute or acuminate apices.

Fig. 65: Hypericum kouytchense with five styles.

Fig. 66: Hypericum kouytchense leaves have
short but distinct petioles.

Fig. 67: Hypericum kouytchense seeds with a
narrow wing.
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Hypericum linariifolium Vahl, Symb. Bot. (Vahl) 3, 65 (1790)
Herbaceous perennial, woody stock, up to 0.27 m high. Stems erect or upright, sometimes with
decumbent lateral stems, up to 1.8 mm diam., terete, 2-lined, black glands absent. Leaves 7.0–26.0
mm long, 2.0–4.5 mm wide, linear-lanceolate, linear-ovate or narrowly oblong-lanceolate, glabrous,
reticulate tertiary veins absent; pellucid glands sparse; black glands intramarginal and scattered on
lamina; apex obtuse; margin entire; base obtuse or rounded; sessile. Inflorescence terminal, in cymes,
flowers 5–8. Pedicels 1.0–2.0 mm long. Bracteoles absent. Sepals 5, 3.0–3.5 mm long, 1.0–1.2 mm
wide, equal, sepals similar to the bracts subtending inflorescence branches, ovate or elliptic-ovate;
pellucid glands present, linear; black glands present; apex acute; margin ciliate, fringed with stalked
black glands. Petals c. 10.0 mm long, yellow, black glands on margin in the upper part. Stamens in 3
bundles; anthers c. 0.2 mm long, anther gland orange or orange-brown. Styles 3. Fruit a capsule, 2
times length sepals.

Fig. 68 Hypericum linariifolium
distribution map based on databased
records at AK, CHR and WELT.

Distribution:  North Island: Volcanic Plateau (known from a single
site at Rotorua).

Biostatus: Exotic; fully naturalised.

Habitat: Originally collected from a rough lawn.

First record:  Ecroyd et al. (1990, p. 37). Voucher: NZFRI 17807,
1988.

Recognition: Distinguished by the stems being terete and 2-lined,
leaves 7.0–26.0 mm long, linear-lanceolate, linear-ovate, narrow
oblong-lanceolate and with black glands near margin, and the
sepals, petals, and inflorescence bracts being fringed with a
distinctive row of stalked black glands.

Fig. 69: Hypericum linariifolium herbarium
specimen showing linear-lanceolate or narrowly
oblong-lanceolate leaves.

Fig. 70: Hypericum linariifolium sepals and bracts
with conspicuous black glands on teeth.
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Hypericum minutiflorum Heenan, New Zealand J. Bot. 46: 556-558
(2008)

Holotype: Mt Tihia, A. P. Druce, Feb 1967, CHR 165898

Etymology: The epithet minutiflorum refers to this species having the smallest flowers of the New
Zealand species.

Subshrub, rhizomatous. Stems up to 50 mm long, usually prostrate, 0.2–0.3 mm diam., quadrangular,
4-lined, black glands absent. Leaves 1.5–4.5 mm long, 0.3–1.2 mm wide, narrowly elliptic, oblong or
lanceolate, glabrous, planar to slightly sinuate, grey-green to olive-green, usually ruddy on margin and
distally, abaxially sometimes paler, reticulate tertiary veins absent; pellucid glands present; black
glands absent; apex acute to subacute; margin slightly sinuate; base attenuate; sessile. Inflorescence
terminal, occasionally axillary, in cymes, flowers usually solitary, sometimes up to 3, corolla 3.0–6.0
mm diam. Pedicels 0.7–1.8 mm. Bracteoles absent. Sepals 4 or 5, 1.7–2.8 mm long, 0.6–1.0 mm
wide, unequal widths, oblong to elliptic; pellucid glands present, minute and scattered; black glands
absent; apex subacute, apiculus c. 0.1 mm long; margin entire. Petals 2.0–3.3 mm long, 0.9–1.2 mm
wide, longer than sepals, elliptic, yellow, black glands absent, persistent after anthesis. Stamens not in
bundles, 7 or 9, 1.2–2.0 mm long, shorter than petals; anthers c. 0. 2 mm long, anther gland absent.
Ovary 1.4–2.0 mm long, 1.0–1.4 mm wide, ovoid to broadly ovoid. Styles usually 3, occasionally 4,
0.3–0.4 mm long, shorter ovary. Fruit a capsule, 2.3–2.9 mm long, 1.5–2.5 mm wide, cylindric to
globose, light brown. Seeds 0.5–0.6 mm long, 0.2–0.3 mm wide, oblong-obovate or oblong, terete,
orange brown to light yellow, longitudinal ribs absent or weak, apices obtuse or rounded.

Fig. 71 Hypericum minutiflorum
distribution map based on databased
records at AK, CHR and WELT.

Distribution:  North Island: Volcanic Plateau, Taranaki (eastern).
Restricted to the central North Island Volcanic Plateau and adjoining
main axial ranges.

Biostatus: Indigenous (Endemic).

Habitat: Generally grows in depressions, hollows, or wet ground
within frost-flat vegetation, poorly drained tussockland and
shrubland, and more rarely on river terraces, tarn or wetland
margins.

Recognition:  H. minutiflorum is distinguished by an absence of
black glands, a rhizomatous and compact growth habit, stems that
are usually prostrate or decumbent, leaves that grey-green to olive-
green and usually ruddy and without sinuate margins, leaves
1.5–4.5 mm long, flowers less than 6 mm in diam., and seeds
usually oblong-obovate. The general size of the vegetative and floral
parts of H. minutiflorum is much smaller than H. pusillum and H.
rubicundulum (see table of distinguishing characters).
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Table 4: Characters distinguishing the indigenous species Hypericum pusillum, H. rubicundulum, and
H. minutiflorum (from Heenan 2008).
Character H. pusillum H. minutiflorum H. rubicundulum
Growth habit not rhizomatous rhizomatous rhizomatous
Leaves 2.5-9.0 × 1.5-3.5 mm,

usually strongly sinuate,
light green to yellow-
green

1.5-4.5 × 0.3-1.2 mm,
grey-green to olive-
green, usually ruddy on
margin and distally

(1.0-)2.5-8.0(-10.0) ×
0.5-3.5(-5.5) mm, often
slightly sinuate, grey-
green to olive-green,
often entirely ruddy,
particularly on margin
and distally

Leaf pellucid glands
diam.

up to 0.1 mm up to 0.05 mm up to 0.05 mm

Flower diam. up to 9 mm up to 6 mm up to 11 mm
Sepals 2.8-4.7 × 0.9-1.4 mm 1.7-2.8 × 0.6-1.0 mm 2.5-5.0 × 1.0-1.8(-2.3)

mm
Petals 2.8-4.0 × 1.7-2.5 mm 2.0-3.3 × 0.9-1.2 mm 2.8-5.8 × 2.0-3.5 mm
Capsule 2.8-4.5 × 2.2-3.8 mm 2.3-2.9 × 1.5-2.5 mm 2.8-3.5 × 1.5-2.5 mm
Seeds longitudinal ribs absent longitudinal ribs absent

or weak
longitudinal ribs usually
distinct

Phenology: Flowering: Sep.–Apr.

Cytology: 2n = 16 (de Lange et al. 2004, as H. aff. japonicum (a)).

Hybridisation: A putative hybrid between H. minutiflorum and H. pusillum has been collected from
Ngamatea East Swamp, Rangitikei River, Volcanic Plateau (CHR 85880).

Fig. 72: Hypericum minutiflorum flower with 3
styles and 9 stamens.

Fig. 73: Hypericum minutiflorum flowering stem.
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Fig. 74: Hypericum minutiflorum shoot with
slightly ruddy leaves, especially on the margin.

Fig. 75: Hypericum minutiflorum stems, each with
1 or 2 flowers.

Fig. 76: Hypericum minutiflorum capsule with
the apex beginning to dehisce.

Fig. 77: Hypericum minutiflorum dehiscent
capsule.

Fig. 78: Hypericum minutiflorum seeds with
longitudinal ribs weakly developed or absent.

Fig. 79: Hypericum minutiflorum leaves with ruddy
flush.
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Fig. 80: Hypericum minutiflorum quadrangular
and 4-lined stem.

Fig. 81: Holotype specimen (CHR 165898) of
Hypericum minutiflorum Heenan.

Fig. 82: Hypericum minutiflorum and Hypericum
pusillum growing together at Rangitaiki, central
North Island.

Hypericum montanum L., Fl. Suec., 266 (1755)
Vernacular names: mountain Saint John's wort; mountain hypericum

Herbaceous perennial, woody stock, not rhizomatous, up to 1 m high. Stems erect, up to 3.3 mm
diam., terete, without lines, black glands absent. Leaves 20.0–60.0 mm long, 8.0–25.0 mm wide,
ovate, ovate-oblong or elliptic, glabrous above, puberulent below, reticulate tertiary veins absent;
pellucid glands inconspicuous; black glands intramarginal and scattered on lamina; apex subacute;
margin entire but with fine papillae; base more or less cordate or amplexicaul; sessile. Inflorescence
terminal, flowers clustered toward apex, panicle of subcorymbose cymes, flowers many, corolla 15–23
mm diam. Pedicels 1.0–2.5 mm long. Bracteoles 4.0–8.5 mm long, 0.7–2.5 mm wide, lanceolate,
margin with prominent black glandular teeth, apex subacute. Sepals 5, 5.0–9.5 mm long, 1.6–2.2 mm
wide, equal, not accrescent, lanceolate-oblong; pellucid glands present, scarce; black glands present;
apex acute; margin serrate, with prominent black glands. Petals c. 11.0 mm long, 2.5–3.0 mm wide,
longer than sepals, oblong-obovate, pale yellow, black glands absent, persistent after anthesis.
Stamens in 3 bundles, 29–36, 3.7–7.0 mm long, shorter than petals; anthers 0.5–0.6 mm long, anther
gland black. Ovary 3.0–5.5 mm long, 1.8–3.5 mm wide, ovoid. Styles 3, 2.8–4.0 mm long, shorter than
ovary. Fruit capsule, 6.0–8.5 mm long, 4.5–5.5 mm wide, ovoid, orange-brown. Seeds 0.7–1.0 mm
long, c. 0.35 mm wide, oblong, terete, dark brown, apices obtuse or rounded.
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Fig. 83 Hypericum montanum
distribution map based on databased
records at AK, CHR and WELT.

Distribution:  South Island: Sounds Nelson (locality not specified),
Marlborough.

Biostatus: Exotic; fully naturalised.

Habitat: Occurs in bracken and scrub on the north bank of the
Wairau River, Marlborough.

First record:  Healy (1972, p. 189). Voucher: CHR 70199, 1947.
Note: Smith (1904, p. 217) listed H. montanum as naturalised near
Ashburton, and this was the basis of the first published record
accepted by Sykes (1982) and Webb et al. (1988). This published
record is not substantiated by a voucher and is therefore rejected.

Recognition: Recognised by erect and terete stems that are not 2-
lined, leaves with very short hairs on the leaf underside and black
glands on the margin, sharply toothed sepals and bracts with large
apical black glands on the tooth apex, and the anthers with a
conspicuous black gland.

Phenology: Flowering: Dec.–Feb.

Fig. 84: Hypericum montanum inflorescence
with capsules clustered closely together.

Fig. 85: Hypericum montanum inflorescence with
persistent petals and distinctive black glands on
sepal and bract margins.
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Fig. 86: Hypericum montanum sepals with
conspicuous black glands on teeth.

Fig. 87: Hypericum montanum anthers with black
glands.

Fig. 88: Hypericum montanum seeds. Fig. 89: Hypericum montanum leaf margin with
intramarginal black glands.

Fig. 90: Hypericum montanum leaf underside
with short hairs.

Fig. 91: Hypericum montanum terete stem that
lacks any lines.
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Hypericum mutilum L., Sp. Pl., 787 (1753)
Vernacular name: small-flowered hypericum

Biostatus: Exotic; fully naturalised.

First record:  Healy (1972, p. 189). Voucher: CHR 17443, 1967.

Phenology: Flowering: Dec.–Feb.

Hypericum mutilum L., Sp. Pl., 787 (1753) subsp. mutilum
Herbaceous annual or perennial, not rhizomatous, up to 0.55 m high. Stems erect, usually solitary,
decumbent at base, up to 2.2 mm diam., quadrangular, 4-lined, black glands absent. Leaves 7.0–33.0
mm long, 3.0–13.0 mm wide, ovate, oblong, elliptic, ovate-oblong or ovate-elliptic, glabrous, reticulate
tertiary veins absent; pellucid glands conspicuous; black glands absent; apex acute, subacute or
obtuse; margin entire; base subcordate, truncate or obtuse; sessile. Inflorescence terminal, dichasial
cymes, flowers few to many (greater than 50), corolla 3.0–4.0 mm diam. Pedicels 0.2–2.0 mm long.
Bracteoles 1.0–2.0 mm long, 0.3–0.4 mm wide, subulate, apex acute. Sepals 5, 1.2–3.5 mm long,
0.3–1.0 mm wide, unequal, accrescent, lanceolate, oblong, elliptic-oblong, linear-lanceolate or linear-
elliptic; pellucid glands present; black glands absent; apex acute or subacute; margin entire. Petals
1.8–2.5 mm long, 0.5–1.2 mm wide, longer than sepals, elliptic or elliptic-oblong, pale yellow, black
glands absent, persistent after anthesis. Stamens not in bundles 6–16, 1.6–3.0 mm long, shorter than
petals; anthers c. 0.2 mm long, anther gland absent. Ovary 1.5–1.8 mm long, 0.5–1.0 mm wide,
oblong-ellipsoid. Styles 3, 0.3–0.5 mm long, longer than ovary. Fruit capsule, 3.5–4.7 mm long,
1.6–2.5 mm wide, oblong-ellipsoid, yellow-brown, seed outline protruding through wall. Seeds 0.4–0.6
mm long, c. 0.2 mm wide, oblong, terete, light yellow-brown, ribs absent, apices obtuse or rounded.

Fig. 92 Hypericum mutilum subsp.
mutilum distribution map based on
databased records at AK, CHR and
WELT.

Distribution:  North Island: Northland, Auckland, Volcanic Plateau.

Biostatus: Exotic; fully naturalised.

Habitat: Mainly occurs in wet habitats such as roadside ditches,
swamps, marshes, and wetlands, where it is often interspersed
amongst other vegetation.

Recognition: Distinguished by its usually solitary, 4-angled stems,
the stem base being decumbent and rooting, absence of black
glands, the petals being shorter than the sepals, 3 styles, and the
mature capsules being thin-walled, oblong-ellipsoid and having the
seed outline visible.
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Fig. 93: Hypericum mutilum inflorescence. Fig. 94: Hypericum mutilum capsule with seed
outline visible through the wall.

Fig. 95: Hypericum mutilum dehiscent capsules. Fig. 96: Hypericum mutilum capsules with the seed
outline visible through the wall.

Fig. 97: Hypericum mutilum seeds. Fig. 98: Hypericum mutilum quadrangular and 4-
lined stem.

32



Fig. 99: Hypericum mutilum developing
inflorescences.

Fig. 100: Hypericum mutilum with single erect
stems and bases that are decumbent and rooting.

Fig. 101: Hypericum mutilum inflorescence with
senescent leaves and mature capsules.

Hypericum olympicum L., Sp. Pl., 784 (1753)
Distribution:  North Island: Volcanic Plateau (known from a single site at Rotorua).

Biostatus: Exotic; casual.

Habitat: Spontaneous seedlings occurred near cultivated plants.

First record:  Heenan et al. (2008, p. 268). Voucher: AK 296278, 2006.

Recognition: Distinguished by the upright to erect stems being terete and 2-lined, leaves up to 15
mm long and with black glands near margin, the petals greater than 15 mm long, and a black anther
gland.
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Hypericum perforatum L., Sp. Pl., 785 (1753)
Vernacular names: Klamath weed; Mother Cameron's weed; Saint John's wort; goatweed

Herbaceous perennial, woody stock, rhizomatous, up to 1 m high. Stems erect, up to 5.3 mm diam.,
terete, 2-lined, black glands present on lines, sparse. Leaves 7.0–27.0 mm long, 1.0–9.0 mm wide,
elliptic-oblong, lanceolate, linear-lanceolate or oblong-lanceolate, glabrous, reticulate tertiary veins
absent; pellucid glands numerous; black glands intramarginal; apex acute, subacute or obtuse; margin
entire; base attenuate, cuneate or obtuse; petiole 0.2–0.5 mm long. Inflorescence terminal, panicle of
corymbose cymes, flowers 3–16, corolla 8.0–27.0 mm diam. Pedicels 1.2–10.0 mm long. Bracteoles
3.8–5.0 mm long, 0.4–1.0 mm wide, lanceolate or linear-lanceolate, apex acute or acuminate. Sepals
5, 3.0–8.2 mm long, 0.5–1.6 mm wide, more or less equal, not accrescent, narrowly lanceolate;
pellucid glands present; black glands sometimes present, scattered; apex acute or acuminate; margin
entire. Petals 12.0–14.0 mm long, 5.0–6.5 mm wide, longer than sepals, obovate, golden, black
glands scattered on margin and blade, persistent after anthesis. Stamens in 3 bundles, 54–70, 4.0–9.5
mm long, shorter than petals; anthers 0.3–0.6 mm long, anther gland black. Ovary 2.1–4.0 mm long,
1.5–2.8 mm wide, ovoid. Styles 3, 4.6–5.1 mm long, longer than ovary. Fruit capsule, 4.5–8.5 mm
long, 2.8–4.0 mm wide, ovoid, brown or light brown, vesicular glands prominent on surface. Seeds
0.8–1.3 mm long, 0.4–0.5 mm wide, oblong, terete, bronze, ribs absent, apices obtuse or rounded.

Fig. 102 Hypericum perforatum
distribution map based on databased
records at AK, CHR and WELT.

Distribution:  North Island: Northland, Auckland, Taranaki, Volcanic
Plateau, Southern North Island.
South Island: Sounds Nelson, Marlborough, Canterbury, Westland,
Otago, Southland.

Biostatus: Exotic; fully naturalised.

Habitat: Wasteland, pasture, river beds and banks, roadside, dunes,
open scrub, open grassland, gravel pits, railway ballast, glacial
moraine and gravels, lake shore, dry sites.

First record:  Kirk (1869, p. 98). Voucher: WELT SPO87643, 1867.

Recognition: Distinguished by the stems being terete, 2-lined and
the lines with black glands, the leaves with intramarginal black
glands, the sepals narrowly lanceolate and usually without black
glands, the anthers with a black gland, and the capsule with
prominent vesicular glands.

Phenology: Flowering: Dec.–May.

Fig. 103: Hypericum perforatum from Conway
River, Canterbury.

Fig. 104: Hypericum perforatum flower. Plant from
Tasman River valley, Mt Cook, Canterbury.
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Fig. 105: Hypericum perforatum dehiscent
capsules with persistent petals and stamens and
prominent vesicular glands on the surface.

Fig. 106: Hypericum perforatum capsule with
vesicular glands prominent on the surface.

Fig. 107: Hypericum perforatum anthers with
black glands.

Fig. 108: Hypericum perforatum seeds.

Fig. 109: Hypericum perforatum leaf with
scattered pellucid glands on the lamina.

Fig. 110: Portion of a leaf of Hypericum perforatum
showing intramarginal black glands and pellucid
glands on the lamina.
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Fig. 111: Hypericum perforatum terete, 2-lined
stem with black glands present on the lines.

Fig. 112: Hypericum perforatum plant at Tasman
River valley, Mt Cook, Canterbury

Hypericum pulchrum L., Sp. Pl., 786 ( [1753])
Vernacular name: slender Saint John's wort

Herbaceous perennial, woody stock, rhizomatous, up to 0.9 m high. Stems erect, up to 1.8 mm diam.,
terete, without lines, black glands absent. Leaves 4.0–25.0 mm long, 4.0–20.0 mm wide, ovate or
broadly elliptic, glabrous, reticulate tertiary veins absent; pellucid glands present; black glands absent;
apex subacute, obtuse or rounded; margin entire; base obtuse, truncate or cordate; sessile.
Inflorescence terminal, dichasial cymes usually in panicles, flowers 1–25, corolla 10.0–20.0 mm diam.
Pedicels 7.0–14.0 mm long. Bracteoles 1.5–2.5 mm long, 0.5–1.3 mm wide, ovate, lanceolate or
elliptic-ovate, apex subacute or obtuse. Sepals 5, 2.0–4.5 mm long, 1.0–2.5 mm wide, more or less
equal, not accrescent, obovate, broadly elliptic or suborbicular; pellucid glands present, sometimes
sparse or obscure; black glands present; apex obtuse or rounded; margin entire, black glands
regularly spaced in upper ⅔. Petals 6.5–10.0 mm long, 3.2–4.0 mm wide, greater than sepals, broadly
elliptic, ovate or elliptic-ovate, yellow, with a red tinge at anthesis, black glands present on upper ⅔,
persistent after anthesis. Stamens mainly in 3 bundles, but often appearing in a ring, 29–42, 3.8–7.0
mm long; anthers 0.3–0.6 mm long, anther gland orange. Ovary 1.0–3.5 mm long, 1.5–2.2 mm wide,
ovoid. Styles 3, 3.5–5.5 mm long, greater than or equal to ovary. Fruit capsule, 5.0–7.0 mm long,
3.3–4.2 mm wide, ellipsoid-ovoid or broadly ellipsoid-ovoid, light brown. Seeds 1.0–1.2 mm long, c.
0.4 mm wide, oblong, terete, olive green, light yellow-brown, papillate, apices obtuse or rounded.
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Fig. 113 Hypericum pulchrum
distribution map based on databased
records at AK, CHR and WELT.

Distribution:  North Island: Southern North Island.
South Island: Western Nelson, Sounds Nelson, Marlborough,
Canterbury, Southland, Fiordland.

Biostatus: Exotic; fully naturalised.

Habitat: Occurs in a variety of habitats including roadsides, banks,
rock outcrops, boggy and swampy areas, depleted pasture,
disturbed and regenerating scrub, and grassland.

First record:  Cunningham (1956, p. 483). Voucher: CHR 70203,
1950.

Recognition: Distinguished by the stems being terete and without
lines, the leaves without black glands, the sepals being obovate,
broadly elliptic or suborbicular with an obtuse or rounded apex and
the margin with a fringe of black glands, and petals with a fringe of
black glands.

Phenology: Flowering: Dec.–Feb.

Fig. 114: Hypericum pulchrum inflorescence. Fig. 115: Hypericum pulchrum dehiscent capsule
with persistent petals and stamens.
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Fig. 116: Hypericum pulchrum flower bud with
broadly elliptic sepals and sepal margin with
prominent glands.

Fig. 117: Hypericum pulchrum with 3 styles.

Fig. 118: Hypericum pulchrum seeds. Fig. 119: Hypericum pulchrum terete stem.

Hypericum pusillum Choisy, Prodr. monogr. Hyperic., 50 (1821)
≡ Ascyrum humifusum Labill., Nov. Holl. Pl. 2, 33, t. 175 (1806)
≡ Hypericum japonicum var. humifusum (Labill.) Hook.f., Bot. Antarct. Voy. III. (Fl. Tasman.) Vol. I, 53

(1855)
Holotype: Nov Holland Islands, Labillardiere, 1809, P (Heenan 2008).

Etymology: The epithet pusillum probably refers to the small stature of the species

Subshrub, not rhizomatous, up to 50 mm high. Stems usually less than 100 mm, sometimes up to 200
mm, usually prostrate to decumbent, sometimes upright, 0.3–0.6 mm diam., quadrangular, 4-lined,
black glands absent. Leaves 2.5–9.0 mm long, 1.5–3.5 mm wide, usually broadly elliptic or elliptic,
glabrous, undulate, light green to yellow-green, abaxially sometimes slightly paler, reticulate tertiary
veins absent; pellucid glands present; black glands absent; apex subacute to obtuse; margin strongly
sinuate; base attenuate; sessile. Inflorescence terminal, in cymes, flowers usually solitary, sometimes
up to 3, corolla 6.0–9.0 mm diam. Pedicels 3.7–3.8 mm long. Bracteoles absent. Sepals 5, 2.8–4.7
mm long, 0.9–1.4 mm wide, unequal widths, oblong, narrowly elliptic or elliptic-oblong; pellucid glands
absent; black glands absent; apex subacute to rounded, sometimes with a small apiculus; margin
entire. Petals 2.8–4.0 mm long, 1.7–2.5 mm wide, greater than sepals, obovate or oblong, pale yellow
to dark yellow, black glands absent, persistent after anthesis. Stamens not in bundles, 9, c. 2.1 mm
long, less than petals; anthers 0.2–0.3 mm long, anther gland absent. Ovary c. 1.3 mm long, 1.0–1.1
mm wide, ovoid, weakly trigonous in cross section. Styles usually 3, sometimes 4, 0.3–0.5 mm long,
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shorter than ovary. Fruit a capsule, 2.8–4.5 mm long, 2.2–3.8 mm wide, cylindric to globose, light
brown. Seeds 0.5–0.75 mm long, c. 0.3 mm wide, oblong to elliptic oblong, terete, orange-brown to
light yellow, longitudinal ribs absent, apices obtuse or rounded.

Fig. 120 Hypericum pusillum
distribution map based on databased
records at AK, CHR and WELT.

Distribution:  North Island: Northland, Auckland, Volcanic Plateau,
Taranaki, Gisborne, Southern North Island.
South Island: Western Nelson, Sounds Nelson, Marlborough,
Canterbury, Westland, Otago, Southland.
Stewart Island.
Also Australia.

Biostatus: Indigenous (Non-endemic).

Also indigenous to Australia.

Habitat: Occurs in a wide range of inland and coastal habitats, with
a preference for wet or damp sites. For example, its grows on river
and stream banks, lake and tarn margins, swamps and bogs, open
areas in forest, and damp hollows among tussocks and grasses. It
also grows in dry sites such as volcanic lava and tephra (Rangitoto
Island) and on clay banks, and it can persist among pasture grasses
and along tracks.

Recognition:  H. pusillum is distinguished by an absence of black
glands, prostrate to decumbent main stems that originate from a
central crown; rhizomatous stems are usually absent, quadrangular
and 4-lined stems, leaves light green to yellow-green and with
distinctly sinuate margins, and seeds elliptic-oblong and without ribs
(see table of distinguishing characters under H. minutiflorum). Sometimes confused with H.
humifusum, but that species has terete and 2-lined stems and conspicuous black glands on the
leaves, sepals and often the petals.

Phenology: Flowering: Sep.–Apr.

Cytology: 2n = 16 (de Lange et al. 2004, as H. japonicum).

Hybridisation: A putative hybrid between H. minutiflorum and H. pusillum has been collected from
Ngamatea East Swamp, Rangitikei River, northern Wellington (CHR 85880). Another putative hybrid
between H. involutum and H. pusillum has been collected from Takahue, Northland (CHR 295786).

Fig. 121: Hypericum pusillum solitary flower. Fig. 122: Hypericum pusillum flowering stem.
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Fig. 123: Hypericum pusillum with light green
leaves and sinuate margins.

Fig. 124: Hypericum pusillum at Lake Brunner,
Westland, growing in a damp seepage on lake
margin gravels.

Fig. 125:  Hypericum minutiflorum  and
Hypericum pusillum growing together at
Rangitaiki, central North Island.

Hypericum rubicundulum Heenan, New Zealand J. Bot. 46: 555-556
(2008)

Holotype: Mt Hay Station, Lake Tekapo, A. J. Healy 58/131, 12 Feb 1958, CHR 122480

Etymology: The epithet rubicundulum refers to the stems, leaves and sepals which are usually ruddy

Subshrub, rhizomatous. Stems up to 60 mm long, prostrate to decumbent, 0.3–0.4 mm diam.,
quadrangular, 4-lined, black glands absent. Leaves 1.0–10.0 mm long, 0.5–5.5 mm wide, obovate,
broadly elliptic or oblong, glabrous, planar or often slightly sinuate, grey-green to olive-green, often
entirely ruddy, particularly on margin and distally, abaxially sometimes slightly paler, reticulate tertiary
veins absent; pellucid glands present; black glands absent; apex subacute to obtuse; margin slightly
sinuate; base attenuate; sessile. Inflorescence terminal, in cymes, flowers solitary, sometimes up to 3,
corolla 5.0–11.0 mm diam. Pedicels 0.4–0.5 mm long. Bracteoles absent. Sepals usually 5,
occasionally 6, 2.5–5.0 mm long, 1.0–2.3 mm wide, unequal widths, oblong, narrowly elliptic or elliptic-
oblong; pellucid glands absent; black glands absent; apex subacute, sometimes with a small apiculus;
margin entire. Petals 2.8–5.8 mm long, 2.0–3.5 mm wide, longer than sepals, obovate or oblong,
yellow, black glands absent, persistent after anthesis. Stamens not in bundles, 9, 1.6–2.5 mm long,
shorter than petals; anthers 0.2–0.4 mm long, anther gland absent. Ovary 1.3–1.9 mm long, 1.0–1.6
mm wide, ovoid, often weakly trigonous in cross section. Styles usually 3, occasionally 2 or 4, 0.3–0.5
mm long, shorter than ovary. Fruit a capsule, 2.8–3.5 mm long, 1.5–2.5 mm wide, cylindric to globose,
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light brown. Seeds 0.6–0.7 mm long, c. 0.3 mm wide, oblong to elliptic-oblong, terete, orange brown to
light yellow, longitudinal ribs usually distinct, apices obtuse or rounded.

Fig. 126 Hypericum rubicundulum
distribution map based on databased
records at AK, CHR and WELT.

Distribution:  North Island: Volcanic Plateau, Southern North Island.
South Island: Westland (northern), Canterbury, Otago.

Biostatus: Indigenous (Endemic).

Habitat: Grows mainly on the margins of lakes and tarns and other
wet depressions and seepages in drought-prone and dry-climate
areas of inland South Island and eastern North Island (Hawkes
Bay). Usually occurs in the zones that experience brief or erratic
periods of ponding. Occasionally collected from damp grassland and
tussockland.

Recognition:  H. rubicundulum is distinguished by an absence of
black glands, its rhizomatous growth habit and decumbent,
spreading or upright quadrangular and 4-lined stems, leaves that
are grey-green to olive-green and usually ruddy and without sinuate
margins, and seeds that are elliptic-oblong and with distinct
longitudinal ribs (see table of distinguishing characters under H.
minutiflorum).

Phenology: Flowering: Sep.–Apr.

Cytology:  n = 8, 2n = 16 (Hair & Beuzenberg 1959, as H.
japonicum; de Lange et al. 2004, as H. aff. japonicum (b)).

Fig. 127: Holotype specimen (CHR 122480) of
Hypericum rubicundulum Heenan.

Fig. 128: Hypericum rubicundulum flower with 12
stamens and 3 styles.
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Fig. 129: Hypericum rubicundulum dehiscent
capsule with persistent petals and stamens.

Fig. 130: Hypericum rubicundulum seeds that
have longitudinal ridges.

Fig. 131: Hypericum rubicundulum with
characteristic ruddy leaves.

Fig. 132: Hypericum rubicundulum quadrangular
stem and ruddy stem and leaves.

Hypericum tetrapterum Fr., Novit. Fl. Suec. Alt. 94, 236 (1823)
= Hypericum quadrangulum L., Sp. Pl., 785 (1753)
= Hypericum acutum Moench, Methodus (Moench), 128 (1794) nom. illeg.

Vernacular names: Saint Peter's wort; Square-stemmed Saint John's wort; square-stemmed
hypericum

Herbaceous perennial, woody stock, sometimes with slender stolons, up to 1 m high. Stems erect, up
to 2.8 mm diam., quadrangular, 4-lined, black glands present on lines. Leaves 10.0–35.0 mm long,
4.0–18.0 mm wide, ovate, elliptic or elliptic-oblong, reticulate tertiary veins absent; pellucid glands
present; black glands intramarginal; apex subacute, obtuse or rounded; margin entire; base
amplexicaul or cordate; sessile. Inflorescence terminal, panicle of cymes, flowers 3–many, corolla
10.0–20.0 mm diam. Pedicels 1.0–7.0 mm long. Bracteoles 2.5–3.4 mm long, 0.4–0.8 mm wide,
linear-lanceolate or lanceolate, apex acuminate. Sepals 5, 3.2–5.0 mm long, 0.7–1.3 mm wide, equal,
narrowly lanceolate or lanceolate-elliptic; pellucid glands present; black glands present or absent;
apex acute or acuminate; margin entire. Petals 6.0–7.5 mm long, 1.5–3.0 mm wide, longer than
sepals, elliptic-ovate or elliptic-oblong, pale yellow, black glands present or absent, persistent after
anthesis. Stamens in 3 bundles, 30–37, 3.5–6.0 mm long, shorter than petals; anthers 0.5–0.6 mm
long, anther gland black. Ovary 2.5–3.0 mm long, 1.0–1.4 mm wide, ovoid. Styles 3, 2.0–2.4 mm long,
shorter than ovary. Fruit capsule, 5.0–7.5 mm long, 2.0–4.0 mm wide, ovoid or oblong-ovoid, light
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brown. Seeds 0.7–0.8 mm long, 0.3–0.4 mm wide, oblong, terete, light brown, apices obtuse or
rounded.

Fig. 133 Hypericum tetrapterum
distribution map based on databased
records at AK, CHR and WELT.

Distribution:  North Island: Auckland, Southern North Island.
South Island: Canterbury.

Biostatus: Exotic; fully naturalised.

Habitat: Occurs in a variety of wet habitats such as swamps,
wetlands, stream banks, and damp pasture, where it often grows
amongst sedges and introduced grasses.

First record:  Allan (1940, p. 287), as Hypericum acutum. Voucher:
CHR 33433, 1941.

Recognition: Distinguished by quadrangular and 4-lined stems,
conspicuous black glands on the stems lines, leaves with
intramarginal black glands, lanceolate sepals with an acuminate
apex, and the anthers with a prominent black gland.

Phenology: Flowering: Dec.–Feb.

Fig. 134: Hypericum tetrapterum inflorescence
with dehiscent capsules and persistent petals.

Fig. 135: Hypericum tetrapterum dehiscent
capsule with persistent remnant petals.
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Fig. 136: Hypericum tetrapterum anthers with
conspicuous black glands.

Fig. 137: Hypericum tetrapterum seeds.

Fig. 138: Hypericum tetrapterum quadrangular
and 4-lined stems.

Hypericum ×inodorum Mill., Gard. Dict., ed. 8, (1768)
= Hypericum elatum Aiton, Hort. Kew. 3: 104 (1789)

Shrub, not rhizomatous, up to 2 m high. Stems spreading, terete, 2-lined, black glands absent. Leaves
25.0–75.0 mm long, 9.0–40.0 mm wide, ovate-elliptic, ovate-oblong or narrowly ovate, glabrous,
reticulate tertiary veins visible; pellucid glands present; black glands absent; apex subacute or obtuse,
often mucronulate; margin entire; base obtuse or amplexicaul; sessile. Inflorescence terminal, in
cymes, flowers 5–12, corolla 25–45 mm diam. Pedicels 10.0–28.0 mm long. Bracteoles 1.8–3.5 mm
long, 0.2–0.5 mm wide, lanceolate or linear-lanceolate, apex acuminate. Sepals 5, 4.0–9.0 mm long,
1.9–3.7 mm wide, accrescent, ovate or ovate-oblong; pellucid glands present; black glands absent;
apex acute; margin entire. Petals 20.0–22.0 mm long, longer than sepals, ovate, medium yellow, black
glands absent, caducous after anthesis. Stamens in 5 bundles, 180–200, 10.0–23.0 mm long, variable
in length, equal to or shorter than petals; anthers 0.5–0.8 mm long, anther gland yellow. Ovary 4.5–6.5
mm long, 3.0–5.0 mm wide, ovoid. Styles 3, 12.0–12.5 mm long, longer than ovary. Fruit baccate,
7.0–13.0 mm long, 7.0–8.0 mm wide, ovoid or ellipsoid-ovoid, shining red, ± dehiscent. Seeds 0.9–1.0
mm long, c. 0.3 mm wide, narrow ovoid or narrowly ovoid, terete, brown.
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Fig. 139 Hypericum ×inodorum
distribution map based on databased
records at AK, CHR and WELT.

Distribution:  North Island: Northland, Auckland.

Biostatus: Exotic; fully naturalised.

Habitat: Occurs on roadside banks, streamsides, and a hillside of
poor pasture.

First record:  Healy (1972, p. 188). Voucher: CHR 91557, 1957.

Recognition:  H. ×inodorum and H. androsaemum both share
fleshy fruit, but the former species can be distinguished by the
leaves having visible reticulate tertiary veins, the petals being much
longer than the sepals, styles much longer (12.0–12.5 mm long)
than the ovary, and the fruit remaining red.

Phenology: Flowering: Nov.–Feb.

Fig. 140: Hypericum ×inodorum fruit. Fig. 141: Hypericum ×inodorum with 3 styles.

Fig. 142: Hypericum ×inodorum anthers with
orange glands.

Fig. 143: Portion of the abaxial surface of a
Hypericum ×inodorum leaf with distinctive
reticulate tertiary veins.
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Map 1: Map of New Zealand and offshore islands showing Ecological Provinces



Map 2: Map of New Zealand showing Ecological Provinces
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